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Just for frills 


Valentines gift ideas for the guy with 
love in his heart — and sex on his mind! 



Bullets fly: A 1950s "bullet bra," on display at Olive's Very Vintage boutique in Carroll Gar- 
dens, will knock him dead. 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

“Your husband called ... he said to buy 
anything you want.” 

That’s the message on a discreet sign inside 
Bella Lingerie, a lavish boutique in Bay Ridge, 
but as Valentine's Day is here, it's also a reminder 
to those husbands, boyfriends — and girlfriends 
— who waited until the very last minute to run 
(don't walk) and buy some sexy underthings for 
the ladies they love. 

To further cut to the lace, let us guide you 
through the frilly labyrinth of choices available in 
Brooklyn. 

At year-old Bella Lingerie, owners and sisters- 
in-law Carla and Jessica Catanzaro maintain a 
gift registry — or database — of their customers' 
sizes and wish lists. So if your Juliet is already a 
Bella customer, they may already know what 
she’s secretly hoping for. 

If you'd like your gift to be a complete surprise, 
Bella Lingerie is brimming with every possible in- 
carnation of boudoir-wear, whether your lady’s the 


flannel pajama type (now 50 percent off!) or a dar- 
ing diva — the G-strings by Gossard with 
sparkling crystal accents are a MUST ($27-$36). 

We suspect the “G" is short for your predictable re- 
action when she tries it on: “Goodness gracious!" 

"And they’re comfortable, because they lay flat 
on the skin," points out practical Carla. 

The Catanzaro gals are glad to help guide you 
through the array of temptations in silk, lace and 
ribbons: the Loungewear Betty marabou-bedecked 
baby doll sets (y’know, what the Fembots were 
wearing in “Austin Powers”?) are fun in demure 
pink or femme fatale black ($ 100 for set); the Mary 
Green red silk chemise is flatteringly trimmed in 
black lace, with matching robe ($63, $127 respec- 
tively); and the delightfully milled, mischievously . 
revealing, black Arianne camisole ($40), em- / 
broidered with hearts, can be paired with / 
matching thong boy short ($22), and it's / *? 

both gorgeous and aff ordable. 

"We try to carry all the lines 
found in Manhattan stores," ex- 1 > § 
plains Carla. "We have a lot / ^ 
See LINGERIE on page 13 

/ sF/ 


DOUBLE TRAGEDY 


City warned a year ago of deadly corner 
where two youths were crushed by truck 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two Park Slope boys on 
their way home from school 
were run over and killed by a 
landscaping truck at Third 
Avenue and Ninth Street this 

And compounding the tragedy 
for the families of the fifth-graders 
came word that the city Depart- 
ment of Transportation ignored the 
recommendations of a study it 
commissioned a year ago that 
called for traffic-calming measures 
at the deadly intersection. 

The 130-page Downtown 
Brooklyn Traffic Calming study 
warned that the intersection of 
Third Avenue and Ninth Street, and 
dozens of other hotspots, needed to 
be re-engineered with extended 
sidewalk comers, or neck-downs. 
Additionally, it called for some of 
the traffic signals to be changed so 
that pedestrians would have a head 
start before tmcks got the green 
light. 

In July, the DOT released a list 
of short-term, relatively low-cost 
solutions that were to be carried out 
within a year. On that list, accord- 
ing to a review of that study, was 
the implementation of delayed traf- 
fic signals on Third Avenue at 
Ninth Street, which, unlike neck- 
downs, cost absolutely nothing, ac- 
cording to transportation experts. 

“The cost estimate on that item 
was zero,” said Noah Budnick, 
projects director of Transportation 
Alternatives, a watchdog group that 
believes the accident could have 
been avoided had the traffic-calm- 
ing measures been implemented. 
“They just haven’t gotten around to 
doing this one yet," he said. 

Last June, DOT representatives 
said in a meeting at Borough Hall 
that the recommendations included 
in the five-year, $ 1 .2 million traffic- 
calming report would not be imple- 
mented until 2009, because of the 
city's budget crisis. 

See TRUCK on page 14 




Victoria Flores listens to Hail Marys recited for her son, Vic- 
tor, 1 1 , while being comforted by family members at Tues- 
day's vigil. 


Family members hold pictures of Flores (left), and his friend 
Juan (Angel) Estrada, 10, who were killed by a truck Monday. 


Ratner site is 
‘up for grabs’ 

Councilwoman says MTA may seek 
proposals for Nets arena rail yards 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Developer Bruce Ratner may 
have some competition for his 
planned Nets arena site, a city 
councilwoman told Prospect 
Heights property owners this week. 

“The MTA is considering putting 
out a request for proposals," said 
Councilwoman Letitia James, referring 
to development over the 11 -acre 
stretch of Long Island Rail Road stor- 
age yards running along Atlantic Av- 
enue east of Flatbush Avenue. 

James was speaking before a group 
of about 100 residents meeting Wed- 
nesday night to discuss a potential law- 
suit to block the arena plan. 

She cited a “government source” as 
providing her the information. 

The rail yards are the key compo- 
nent of Ratner’s sweeping Atlantic 
Yards project, a $2.5 billion, Frank 
Gehry-designed professional basket- 
ball arena flanked by soaring office 
towers and 4,500 residential units. 

The arena would house Ratner’s re- 
cently purchased New Jersey Nets. 

Questions as to who owns the rights 
to build over the yards first surfaced 
last summer when newspapers learned 
of Ratner’s plans to purchase the bas- 
ketball team. 

Tom Kelly, a Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority (MTA) spokes- 
man, denied on Thursday that the 
agency had issued a request for pro- 
posals from developers and said the 
agency had no plans to do so. 

The MTA is not required to request 
other proposals, he said, adding that 
once Ratner submits his Atlantic Yards 
proposal, it would have to go before 
the lull MTA board for a vote. 

But James, a vocal opponent of the 
arena, said asking for proposals would 
“open up the process.” 

“A couple of developers have contact- 
ed me and expressed interest in develop- 
ing commercial, residential and retail 
space for local residents and wanted to 
know what the process was," she said. 

James declined to name the devel- 
opers but said they had “a record of 
building affordable housing in Brook- 
lyn and throughout the city.” 

Westchester Assemblyman Richard 
Brodsky, who chairs the Committee on 
Corporations, Authorities and Com- 
missions, said it was too early to dis- 
cuss a request for proposals. 

‘T don’t think that the decision-mak- 
ing process is yet understood,” said 
Brodsky who has aggressively cam- 
paigned for MTA reform. 

In addition to the LIRR tracks, Rat- 
ner’s plan would need the state to con- 
demn more than two square blocks of 
private property. It is not clear what role 
the city would play. 

"The question is will the governor 
open the process for other developers to 
bid on the air rights or will he grant fa- 
voritism to his law school class mate?” 
James said, noting that Gov. George 
Pataki and Ratner attended Columbia 
Law School at the same time. 


Arena foes mull suit 



Brooklyn's historic Gage & Tollner restaurant, located on Fulton Mall, could not draw enough 
Metrotech business people, says its owner, Joe Chirico, who will close for good Saturday night. 

FOR WHOM THE 
BELL TOLLNERS 

Downtown restaurant closes 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Farewell, Gage & Tollner. 

After 125 years, one of New 
York City’s oldest restaurants, dec- 
orated with red velvet wallpaper 
and gas-lit chandeliers, is closing 
for good. 

On Valentine’s Day, the last or- 
ders of crab cakes and sirloin steak 
will be dished out as many cus- 
tomers no doubt wax nostalgic 
about the passing of a longtime 
Brooklyn institution. 

Unable to attract enough cus- 
tomers to the pricey restaurant, 
known for its solid mahogany ta- 
bles and mirrored walls, owner 
Joe Chirco sold the building, in 
which the restaurant occupies 
two stories. He hopes to open the 
restaurant again somewhere else. 

News of Gage & Tollner’s clos- 
ing came just as Borough President 
Marty Markowitz — an avid sup- 
porter of all things gastronomic — 
and a group of elected officials 
marked the opening of a new, state- 
of-the-art Brooklyn tourism center 
at Borough Hall. 

Asked if the center could have 
helped bring the needed traffic to 


the famed restaurant just blocks 
away, Markowitz said it was un- 
likely. 

“Things change,” Markowitz 
said. “That type of dining has re- 
grettably passed." 

When Chirico, who also owns 
the Marco Polo Ristorante, at 
Court and Union streets in Car- 
roll Gardens, bought Gage & 
Tollner in 1995, he thought the 
new office buildings in the area, 
especially at the nearby Metro- 
tech campus, would beef up the 
lunchtime crowd. 

So he invested $1.2 million to 
restore the place to its original 
grandeur. 

But instead of patronizing the 
neighboring restaurants, office 
workers stuck to their buildings, he 
said, noting the cafeterias that many 
Metrotech businesses have set up. 

“It’s very disappointing, be- 
cause we thought with all this 
business going on in Downtown 
we would get much more cus- 
tomers,” Chirico said. “But in 
Metrotech everybody has their 
own cafeteria in each building." 

“It’s sad to see Gage & Tollner 
close, but it’s especially frustrating 


that Joe has been forced to close 
the restaurant just on the cusp of all 
the development in the area,” said 
Kenneth Adams, president of the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. 

“It’s a reminder that Down- 
town Brooklyn is a work in 
progress and we need more peo- 
ple on the street, especially at 
night, and a more lively, inviting 
streetscape,” added Adams. 

On most days. Gage & Tollner 
serves anywhere from 40 to 80 
diners during lunch and another 60 
during dinnertime, Chirico said. 
The restaurant seats 195. 

Part of the problem, too, has 
been that the restaurant’s location, 
nestled on Fulton Mall among 
discount shops and fast food 
restaurants, does not draw diners 
willing to fork over $14 to $29 
for a lunchtime entree. 

The first restaurant in the city 
to receive landmark status for its 
interior. Gage & Tollner first 
opened at 302 Fulton St., in 1 879. 
The restaurant moved down the 
block to its current location, at 
372 Fulton St., in 1882. 

“I’m very, very sad and disap- 
pointed,” Chirico said. 


Former dvil liberties big Siegel hits eminent domain 


By Deborah Kolben 

ie Brooklyn Papers 


A group of Prospect Heights residents 
fighting to save their homes from condem- 
nations that would make way for Bruce 
Ratner’s Nets arena development have 
interviewed a noted civil liberties attorney 
to take up their cause. 

Norman Siegel, the former executive director 
of the New York Civil Liberties Union, who has 
championed victims of police brutality and de- 
fended the right of the Ku Klux Klan to protest in 
the city, may be gearing up to take on real estate 
mogul Ratner next. 

“We’ve just begun,” Siegel told a group of 
nearly 100 Prospect Heights residents who came 
out for a meet-and-greet with the lawyer at an 
artist's studio on Dean Street Wednesday night. 

“It’s not just about basketball and it’s not just 
about the arena,” said Siegel, fielding questions 


More coverage on pages 4-5 

from the audience. 

“The arena is the gimmick in his development 
plan for something larger,” Siegel said, explain- 
ing that building the arena was merely a means 
for Ratner to get the state to condemn adjoining 

The battle could take several years and the 
community must decide if it’s in it for the long 
haul, cautioned Siegel, who said he could possi- 
bly challenge the constitutionality of eminent do- 

Ratner is proposing to construct a 22-acre, 
Frank Gehry-designed arena, office tower and resi- 
dential village starting at the intersection of At- 
lantic and Flatbush avenues and stretching six 


blocks into Prospect Heights. The plan includes 17 
buildings reaching as high as 620 feet, dwarfing 
the nearby Williamsburgh Savings Bank tower. 

A number of neighborhood groups and resi- 
dents are seeking to block the plan, which would 
feature a 19,000-seat basketball arena to house 
his newly purchased New Jersey Nets. 

To build his complex, Ratner would also likely 
ask the state to use its powers of eminent domain 
to seize the homes of approximately 850 people, 
including 400 residents of a homeless shelter, two 
recendy converted luxury condominium buildings 
and one co-operative building. 

But neighbors are not willing to go that easy or 
that fast. 

A group of homeowners have already hired 
Manhattan attorney Jack Lester. If Siegel were to 
come on board, he would represent the whole 
community, he said. 

A neighborhood decision on whether to hire 
Siegel was scheduled for the weekend. 
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Free Seminar For 
Senior Concerns 


Presented By The Law Firm of Susan A. Principato 


You are cordially invited to a FREE seminar workshop to help you achieve 
your health care and financial goals and concerns. The presenter will be 
Susan A. Principato . an Elder Law Attorney with experience in all aspects 
of Health Care and Financial planning with regard to Medicaid eligibili- 
ty, wealth preservation, and asset protection for seniors and their families. 


The topics to be discussed will be as follows: 

$ Protecting & preserving assets 
while obtaining Medicaid eligibility 
$ Strategies to protect your homestead 
$ Creating a legacy for your family even if you 
require a Nursing Home or home care assistance 
$ Long term care insurance and Medicaid planning 
$ Wealth preservation for your health care 
and financial needs 


Special truest speaker will b e John A. Calabrese . CLTC, financial services representative from 
Client Advisory Solutions, an office of MetLife Financial Services ®. For more information 
on Client Advisory Solutions, visit www.clientadvisorysolutions.com 


MetLife Building 

15 Bay Ridge Ave., Brooklyn, NY 1 1220 
(One Block From the 69th Street Pier) 

Thursday, February 26th 

1:30 & 6:30 Registration 

Saturday, February 28th 

1 1 AM Registration 


ONLY 2 DAYS AVAILABLE!! 

SEATING IS LIMITED, PLEASE CALL 

1 - 800 - 395-5762 

REFESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 


The Law Firm of Susan A. Principato is not affiliated with MetLife or any of its affiliates. 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, One Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10010 

L0402FCAF(exp0206)(NJ; NY)MLIC-LD 



Schedule your 
Tax Appointment 
by February 15th! 

$75 Flat Fee 

(Includes: Federal & State Individual Retums/AII Schedules) 


Call your local office and schedule an 
appointment by February 15th, and 
mention this ad! 

Park Slope 

790A Union Street 

between 6th and 7th Avenues 

718-789-3002 

Bensonhurst 

8754 Bay 16th Street 

between Bath and Benson Avenues 

718-331-3700 

Marine Park 
2078 Flatbush Avenue 
off Avenue P 
718-692-4425 


This offer is valid for new clients only. 
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Park Slope ‘brothel’ 
no longer ill-reputed 


(Pr 


The 

Princeton 
Review 



“They had very nice people working 
there." said Westmoreland, son of retired 
Gen. William Westmoreland, commander 
of U.S. forces in Vietnam from 1964 to 
1968, who is serving as unofficial 
spokesman for several homeowners along 
the block between Sixth and Seventh av- 

Despite the relatively hospitable rela- 
tionship between the brothel and its neigh- 
bors, an incident five years ago sent a chill 
through the block. 

In April, 1999, a woman was found 
hanging by a belt in a shower of the hotel. 
Water seeping through the floor led police 
to the discovery of the 44-year-old wom- 
an’s body. 

Since then, things have been fairly qui- 
et at the hotel, tucked away next to the 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music. 

“Oddly enough, the hotel was sort of 
interesting,” said Westmoreland. 

“I don't think I will miss it, but it cer- 
tainly was fun to sit on my stoop and see 
the activity — it's a slice of New York 
that is gone forever.” 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

For the past decade, James Ripley West- 
moreland has been watching the comings 
and goings at a small hotel on his Park 
Slope street. 

On warm summer nights, the attorney would 
sit on his stoop and cast an inquisitive eye at the 
couples and single men who would arrive at all 

The reason for his attention was that unlike the 
neighborhood bed and breakfasts hosting out-of- 
town grandparents, the Lincoln Plaza Hotel, at 
153 Lincoln Place, catered to a different crowd — 
namely the kind that pays by the hour. 

For about $50 a pop, amorous couples could 
rent a shabby room in the 19th-century, red-brick, 
Romanesque Revival-style townhouse. 

And rumor has it that single men looking for a 
little — ahem — company, could also find it at 
the Lincoln Plaza — for a price. 

But those days are now over. 

Since Jan. 1, couples arriving for libidinous 
ventures have been met with closed doors. After 
30 years. Park Slope’s one and only reputed house 
of ill-repute has packed up and moved out 

A new owner bought the property last year and 
intends to turn it into an 1 1 -units of either rentals 
or condominiums. 

Just before the New Year, the green awning 
came down and love-seekers made way for con- 
struction workers starting on a gut renovation of 
the house. 

“It really was a house of ill-repute,” said 
Bernard Graham, president of the Park Slope 
Civic Council, who took a tour of the facility 
along with local legislators just before it closed. 

“I always heard the rumors that it was a broth- 
el," Graham said, adding that he didn’t 
believe it until he saw the place with his 
own eyes. “I went through with the devel- 
oper at night — it’s just naked people run- 
ning around, dingy, not an upscale type of 

Advocating for a more appropriate use. 
Councilman David Yassky worked with 
the new developers, identified by the city 
Department of Buildings as the Foster 
Family Trust, to help guide them through 
the land use review process. 

In order to convert the landmarked 
structure from a hotel to an apartment 
building, the developers have sought var- 
ious city approvals to raise the copper- 
and-slate roof so that floors can be 
added, install a ramp, and add a rear ad- 
dition, according to Landmarks Preserva- 
tion Commission spokeswoman Diane 
Jackier. 

Those changes were approved in No- 
vember, much to the chagrin of Simeon 
Bankoff, executive director of the His- 
toric Districts Council, a non-profit or- 
ganization advocating for the preserva- 
tion of the city’s historic neighborhoods 


and structures. 

In a report issued at a Landmarks 
Preservation Commission hearing in No- 
vember, Bankoff called the Lincoln Place 
proposal "appalling,” claiming the 
changes to the building would be harmful 
to its architectural character. 

‘Their proposal was not appropriate for 
the site," Bankoff told The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers this week. 

Alain Kodsi, a spokesman for the de- 
veloper, declined to comment for this arti- 
cle. 

While neighbors are anxious to pre- 
serve the house, and generally welcome 


are also concerned 
about the empty lot adjacent to the site 
and hope the developer does not build on 
it 

“It’s a spot to watch,” said Graham. 

Over the years, many neighbors turned 
a blind eye to the hotel, annoyed mostly 
by the line of car services beeping their 
horns at all hours. 

But for the most part, there was little 
police activity at the site. 
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m Classroom, Online, Tutoring 

eight 
students in a 
class. 

The 

ultimate in 
personal 
attention. 


Seats are limited. Call now to enroll. 


RAISE YOUR SCORE WITH PROVEN TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES. 


www.PrincetonReview.com • 800-2Review 
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Cardiac Institute one of the 


ROAD RUNNER BUSINESS CLASS 



ARRIVE 


at high-speed Internet 
solutions that work. 


• Static IP Addresses 

• E-mail Solutions 

• Web Hosting 

• Remote Storage 

• Teleworker Programs 

• VPN 

• Digital Cable 

• Fiber Solutions 

• Branch Otfice Connectivity 


Road Runner Business Class enables you and your employees to get Download of 2 MB File 

business done quickly and efficiently so you can spend less time dial-up Download 

waiting and more time working. 

We provide a full suite of Internet solutions designed to meet your 

company’s needs. To find out which solutions are right for your road rubber business cuss Download 
business, call today to schedule a no-obligation consultation. 


Order DTV and Road Runner and receive a FREE Installation, 
FREE TV and a 15% Discount on Digital Cable. 

Call 1-877-RRW0RK4 


in the world? 


RoadRunner 
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TIME WARNER 


“After cardiac surgery, we continue to provide 
best care to ensure your recovery. We use wireless 
telemetry, which allows patients to begin walking 
and promotes cardiac rehabilitation, all under the 
supervision of a team of the most caring professionals 1 
you will ever see. Believe me, this is where you 

want to trust your heart.” . 

- Niki Vosilopoulos, RN 
Open Heart Stepdown Unit 


PREVENTION ■ DIAGNOSIS ■ TREATMENT ■ REHABILITATION ■ RESEARCH 


To learn more about the Cardiac Institute go tc 

www.maimonidesmed.org 

To make our team part of your care, call: 

1 - 800 - 682-5558 


4^ Maimonides 

MEDICAL CENTER 

THE CARDIAC INSTITUTE 

One of the top TOO heart hospitals in America * 
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CB2 chair slams The Paper 


To the editor: 

It is unfortunate and a dis- 
service to the members of 
Community Board 2 (CB2) 
and your readers that you were 
so ill prepared to write the edi- 
torial, “Neil Sloane/ CB2 
blows it bigtime,” that ap- 
peared in the Feb. 7 edition of 
The Brooklyn Papers. Your 
fact-less and irresponsible re- 
porting further adds to the mis- 
information disseminated by 


other ill-informed individuals. 

Not withstanding your foot- 
ball metaphor, each board 
member is responsible for his 
or her own respective vote on 
this and every other issue that 
is brought to the full board of 
Community Board 2 for vote. 
All community board mem- 
bers were well aware of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan and 
its importance on setting the di- 
rectional future for Downtown 
Brooklyn, the entire borough 
and indeed, the entire city. 

Community Board 2's game 
plan for the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Plan (DBP) began in No- 
vember 2002 with the first of 
TWENTY MEETINGS relat- 
ing to the DBP. To the credit of 
the city agencies, representa- 
tives of the Department of City 
Planning, Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation and Housing 
Preservation and Development, 
as well as representatives from 
the Downtown Brooklyn Coun- 
cil were always on hand to an- 
swer questions and deliver pre- 
sentations whenever requested. 
These meetings and/or presen- 
tations were all informative and 
delivered to community board 
committee chairpersons, com- 
munity board members and 
community-based organizations 
in many different forums. At- 
tached to this letter is a list of 
these meetings (I am sure I have 
omitted a few). 

The Downtown Brooklyn 
Plan Uniform Land Use Re- 
view Procedure (ULURP) 


gent timelines in order to eval- nents that will ultimately deter- 
uate the Downtown Brooklyn mine whether the Downtown 
Plan and to come up with rec- Brooklyn Plan will come to 
ommendadons to the Land Use fruition. Those individuals and 
committee. agencies responsible for imple- 

It is the Land Use commit- mentation must incorporate the 
tee’s responsibility to submit concerns of the community 
ULURP land use recommenda- and the recommendations 
tions to the full board. Many of made by the board if the imple- 
the concerns raised by the com- mentation is to be successful, 
mittees were considered helpful While the outcome of the 
builds to the Downtown CB2 vote did not proceed as 
Brooklyn Plan and were ad- was preferred by many, our 

dressed accordingly in follow voices have been heard. And 

up correspondence from the in- will not be discounted! 
volved city agencies. In regards to your comments 

At the public hearing some related to Mr. Diamondstone’s 
of our local elected representa- proposal, if you were at the 
fives commented on their dis- meeting you would know that I 
satisfaction with the plan and actually helped Mr. Diamond- 
urged the community board to stone in his attempt to make his 
vote against the plan in its en- motion by informing him that 
tirety. Clearly, that recommen- he was seeking a motion to di- 
dation does come with sub- vide to which his response was 
stanfial impact. “yes” and he returned to his 

There were board members seat. In Mr. Diamondstone’s 
for whom those recommenda- motion he did not specify how 
tions weighed heavily. Add to the division was to take place! 
that the substantial opposition Although others from your 
from the community, albeit some paper have attended some of 

based on misinformation, and the the meetings sponsored by the 
equivocation of the board vote community board I don’t re- 
becomes more obvious. call that you were present and 

The vote of the board does if you were how your report- 
not negate the many positive ing on this project could be so 
recommendations made by the erroneous. You might consider 
committees. Most reasonable reading the Brooklyn Heights 
people would agree that this Courier’s Feb. 9 cover story 
plan, if implemented, must on this issue, 
proceed while strongly consid- Your apology to this board 
ering these recommendations. is anticipated. 

What is interesting is that — Shirley Ann McRae, 

you define the many compo- Chairperson, CB2 


‘Absent’ member 
says it wasn’t so 


To the editor: 

Your Feb. 7 editorial [“Neil Sloane/CB2 
blows it bigtime”] and Deborah Kolben's article 
["Mum’s the word"] grossly mischaracterize the 
circumstances of my participation in the Com- 
munity Board 2 vote on the Brooklyn develop- 
ment Plan. 

In fact, both pieces are patently untrue. You 
owe your readers and me a front-page retraction 
and an accurate accounting of the events. 

Contrary to your irresponsible assertion, I 
was present in the auditorium for the vote and 
Ms. Kolben was informed of this in writing. I 
was also fully prepared to vote and requested 
that I be permitted to do so after my name had 
been mistakenly omitted from the roll call. Ms. 
Blackshear, CB2’s secretary, informed Chair- 
person Shirley McRae publicly via the micro- 


well. Rather that “duck" challenges, I have 
spent my entire professional life advocating for 
those most in need, regardless of the popularity 
of my position. As a legal services attorney, a 
counselor working with battered women, com- 
munity organizer and children’s rights advocate, 
I am well accustomed to dealing head-on with 
adversarial and contentious matters. Further, I 
applaud the right of dissenters to have been 
present an admire peaceful protest. I fully antic- 
ipated the presence of many protestors at the 
meeting. They did not deter me from being 
present or from my duty to vote. 

Your reporter had a duty to accurately report 
the events, which she failed to do. Regarding 
Ms. Kolben’s attempt to contact me only on my 
cell phone, her generic message merely stated 
that she was contacting all the members of the 


Last week's front page features commentary by Neil Sloane 
and Vince DiMiceli and reporting by Deborah Kolbin. The ar- 
ticles are the subject of letters appearing in this week's Paper. 


phone of my request to vote. Ms. Kolben should board for general comments on he vote. It did was certified on Dec. 3, 2003 


have known these facts if she was in attendance not seek any specific response to all the un- and received at the communi- 


and responsibly covering the proceeding. founded allegations she intended to assert. Giv- ty board office on Dec. 5. 

You would have learned these facts had you en that I was neither in the hallway during the Community board comment 

made the most minimal inquiry with the board vote nor “intimidated” by the protestors, Ms. was due Feb. 9, 2004. All 

office. Kolben’s source was entirely unreliable. Board members were encour- 


'Character assassination’ 


Your baseless assertions are particularly I believe that your paper’s willingness to ma- aged to attend the many corn- 
galling since, as the mother of three young chil- lign me without any factual accuracy not only mittee meetings and the public 
dren, ages 5, 3 and four months, I went to great severely undermines your credibility and that of hearing at which representa- 

lengths to attend the meeting. Indeed, recogniz- your paper, but also trivializes the important fives from EDC and City 

ing the importance of the vote, I even left home matters at issue. Planning were present to hear 


by Paper spurs reader’s ire 


an ill child — something no mother relishes. Again, I demand that you act responsibly and community concerns. 


Your malicious and uninformed attack not print a prominent retraction and correction. Each committee met over 

only got the facts wrong, but my character as — Rachel Foster, Community Board 2 member the last two months under strin- 


Readers cheer Paper, say 


To the editor: 

The type of character assassi- 
nation you have engaged in with- 
out checking your facts or the re- 
liability of your “source" makes 
it difficult to take The Brooklyn 
Papers seriously. The Communi- 
ty Board 2 member, Rachel Fos- 
ter, who you describe as “intimi- 
dated" and “cowering" [CB2 


Foster's resignation), much of what 
you reported was unsubstantiated. 

You accuse Ms. Foster of 
“ducking" the vote because she 
"felt pressured" and "intimidat- 
ed" by the protestors. You base 
this information on one anony- 
mous source. One single, anony- 
mous source does not good jour- 
nalism make. If you and your 


Sloane accuse Ms. Foster of 
“hid[ing] in the hallway" and 
“ducking" the vote because she 
“felt pressured" and "intimidated" 
by certain plan protestors. In addi- 
tion, Mr. Sloane called for Ms. 
Foster's resignation on the front 
page of your newspaper. Neither 
reporter offers any reliable support 
for such serious accusations and 


CB2 ‘betrayed public trust’ 


To the editor: 

I find the inability of Commu- 
nity Board 2 to make an effective 
statement on the Downtown Brook- 
lyn rezoning proposals [“Mum's 
the word," Feb. 7] to be an ap- 
palling betrayal of the public trust. 

The community board struc- 
ture is meant to ensure that our 
neighborhood's non-elected lead- 
ers have an actual voice in the 
city's processes. To hold only a 
single vote, producing a defeated 
resolution, is not the kind of atten- 
tion an issue this size deserves. It 
tells me that our community lead- 
ers are instead too scared, too un- 
willing or too uninformed to take 
a stand on this issue. 

What should have happened? 
When the committee's recom- 
mendation was defeated, another 
motion should have been made 
and carried to vote on each of the 
committee's points individually. 
Then each recommendation of 
the committee, made for or 
against points of the city's plan, 
would be presented and voted 
on. At the end of the meeting, 
you would have had a much 
clearer picture of CB2’s senti- 
ments about the plan in its parts 

I blame [CB2 Chairwoman] 
Shirley McRae for her utter indif- 
ference and procedural inflexibil- 
ity, and I cannot believe members 
abstained or hid: they all should 
lose their appointments. I am 
speechless that members of the 
board found the vote confusing: 
any reasonably intelligent group 
of adults, especially those who 
have dealt with committees and 
subcommittees before (like all 
CBers!) should have understood 
what was going on. 

As a Prospect Heights resi- 
dent, looking forward to the con- 
sideration of the arena project by 
CBs 2, 6 and 8 (my board), I can 
only hope CB2 gets it act togeth- 
er, for die sake of all Brooklyn 
residents. — Robert Witherwax, 
Prospect Heights 

D’town plan 
one big turkey 

To the editor: 

Perfecdy timed for the winter 
holiday season, EDC and co- 
sponsors sent to this board a pret- 
tily packaged cluster bomb of 22 
complex proposals. To their sur- 
prise, this board swept aside much 
other business, both personal and 
civic, to render its study. 

At the end of this hurry-up 
process the board and the com- 
munity did not like what it saw. 
Much as Downtown Brooklyn 
needs renewal we also don't 
want to be worse off than we are 
right now. In the end, that now 
looks dubious. 

We had hoped for some solid 
planning to emerge from this 
DEIS. Instead we were deceived 
by the pretty wrapping — it 
turned out that everything about 
this proposal, from the bite-sized 
city investment to the half-baked 
traffic and transit forecasts, 


would leave all of us short- 
changed. Where was the quality 

largest city? Not in this tele- 
phone book-sized snow job. 

Last week the CB2 members 
were invited to a game of Russ- 
ian roulette presented in the form 
of a dinner. The entire menu was 
whole, underdone turkey and the 
unappetizing and only choice for 
us was this: eat the whole thing 
— feet, feathers and all — or go 
hungry. Some of us would like to 
have had more of a choice than 
this, maybe a wing or a drum- 
stick. As it happened, most of us 
preferred to pass up dinner. 

Unsatisfied — but hardly di- 
vided — we now pass the 
Downtown Plan to Borough 
President Marty Markowitz for 
scrutiny. Marty, we invite you to 
look across tbe river to Lower 
Manhattan where this adminis- 
tration is spreading out a cordon 
bleu banquet while we in Down- 
town Brooklyn are treated to . . . 
fast food. We admire you for 
standing up for Brooklyn past 
and present. You are a friend to 
all of us in this great borough. 
Now the tough choices fall on 
you. We know you will add to 
your laurels by becoming the 
champion of a great Brooklyn of 
the future, one that our children 
and their children will be proud 
to call home. 

Oh, just one final thought: 
let’s do the birth control planning 
now, not after the baby is bom. 

—William Harris, CB2 member 

Redraw the 
D’town plan 

To the editor: 

Thank you for your coverage 
of the Downtown Brooklyn Plan. 
Your map clearly shows how 
much is going on in such a small 
area of our borough. As a mem- 
ber of the Traffic & Transporta- 
tion committee of Community 
Board 2, I was saddened to see 
the Draft EIS for Downtown 
Brooklyn, submitted by the Eco- 
nomic Development Corporation. 

They have submitted a plan 
that is flawed in more ways than 
I have the time or space to write. 
It projects so much traffic flow- 


ing into our streets that they are 



portation study that will tell the 
EDC what is possible in the area. 

The end result will be some- 
thing that we, as Brooklynites, 
will have to live with for the rest 
of our lives. — Kenn Lowy, 

CB2 member, Brooklyn Heights 

‘Not Just Nets’ 
— Great issue! 

To the editor: 

I am writing to thank you for 
your Jan. 31 issue that clearly 
lays out the massive changes 
taking place in Brooklyn. I work 
with an organization named 
Brooklyn Vision, founded to fa- 
cilitate communication between 
community organizations and in- 
crease the input that residents 
have in planning developments 
that will directly impact their 
lives, and the lives of their chil- 
dren and grandchildren. 

The current planning process 
doesn't serve the interests of devel- 
opers or the public. The public per- 
ceives secret, backroom planning 
that is suddenly revealed as a com- 
pleted project, leaving the public 
feeling victimized and motivating 
them to distrust and resist all de- 
velopment. The developers expect 
this resistance, and so feel they 
have to plan in secret and push for 
more than they want in order to 
get the project they really want in 
the face of public resistance. 

When there's no communica- 
tion, there's no trust, and without 
trust the whole process is destined 
to result in destructive, costly 
struggles. There are better ways. 

Currently there is no coordi- 
nation in the planning process 
for all the developments going 
on, and the public is right to be 
concerned. Communicating the 
scale of the problem has been a 
central effort for Brooklyn Vi- 
sion. Thank you for making our 
point. — Jim Vogel, Secretary, 

Brooklyn Vision Foundation 

Manhattanizing 

Brooklyn 

To the editor: 

I loved your editorial on 
Brooklyn's identity [“Brooklyn’s 
identity safe without the "Jersey 
Nets," Jan. 3 1 ]. I love Brooklyn 
for what it is and what it’s not (i.e. 
Manhattan). I don't want to see it 
become Midtown Manhattan — 
filled with cars, pollution, and 
high-rises buildings. At the same 
time, I realize the need to im- 
prove some parts of Brooklyn. 
The questions is, "Who gets to de- 
cide what is best for Brooklyn?' 

Does Bruce Ratner really 
want to make Brooklyn better, or 
does he just want to make mon- 
ey? Does he think that his mall 
on Atlantic was an improve- 
ment? I don't think so and I 
think most feel the same way. 

Do you believe anything can 
be done to stop this or do you 
think that Brooklyn will become, 
as you put it, “a half-baked ver- 
sion of Manhattan"? 

—Ian Crowley, Park Slope 


blows it bigtime,” Feb. 7] is not 
the same Community Board 2 
member Rachel Foster whom I 
have known both personally and 
professionally for 17 years. 

Ms. Foster has never been one 

shiik responsibilities. In fact, quite 
the opposite is true. She consis- 
tently shows strength and resolve 
in meeting challenges head on, 
and is not afraid to make her voice 
known, no matter who or how 
many people may disagree. 

I know that Ms. Foster ap- 
proaches her role as community 
board member both seriously 
and conscientiously. As a dec- 
ade-long resident of the Brook- 
lyn Heights-Cobble Hill commu- 
nity, I am proud to have Ms. 
Foster represent me, and my 
neighbors. — Elizabeth Plowe, 
Cobble Hill 

Friend’s defense 

To the editor: 

In the last issue, I read your edi- 
torial account of the Community 
Board 2 vote on the proposed plans 
for Downtown Brooklyn. I was 
deeply disturbed at your overiy per- 
sonal and vitriolic attack on board 
member Rachel Foster. Not only 
were your remarks intentionally 
defamatory (i.e., calling for Ms. 


reporters had engaged in stan- 
dard, journalistic procedures of 
fact checking, you would have 
avoided such outlandish claims. 

Having known Ms. Foster per- 
sonally since our college days at 
Cornell University in the late 
1980s, I can attest to her character. 
She is a person who Is deeply 
committed to the social good. As 
a Legal Services attorney who has 
done her share of trial work, she is 
not one to “cower” in adversarial 
situations. A few protestors would 
certainly not have deterred her. 

I strongly urge you to investi- 
gate this matter further and ac- 
knowledge in your next edition 
of The Brooklyn Papers that 
your pointed attack of Ms. Foster 
was simply unsubstantiated and 
unwarranted. 

—Jeneve Brooks-Klinger, 
M I It 

Shocking 

To the editor: 

We were shocked to read your 
paper's alleged “coverage” of 
the recent vote of Community 
Board 2 on the proposed plans 
for Downtown Brooklyn and, in 
particular, the severe criticism of 
board member Rachel Foster. 

Both the report by Deborah 
Kolben and commentary by Neil 


demands. Instead, they fall back 
on the most questionable and un- 
supportable of journalistic tricks, 
the alleged, hearsay statements of 
a single anonymous source. 

To anyone familiar with Ms. 
Foster's professional background, 
the claims that she was “intimi- 
dated" by, or “cowered" at, last 
week's community board meeting 
is preposterous. As a Legal Ser- 
vices attorney, Ms. Foster has 
spent many years fighting for the 
rights of the poor, the victimized 
and the voiceless. Throughout her 
entire career, she has consistently 
stood up to the powerful on be- 
half of the powerless. This is not 
a woman who would “cower” in 
the face of a few protesters. 

We call on The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers to investigate this matter. We 
have no doubt such an investiga- 
tion will show the paper's so- 
called reporting regarding Ms. 
Foster's conduct to be wholly in- 
accurate. And we can only pre- 
sume that, having called for Ms. 
Foster's resignation, Mr. Sloane 
will himself resign when it is es- 
tablished that he has violated his 
core professional duty and re- 
sponsibility — reporting the truth. 

— Eileen Minnefor and 
William S. Dixon, Biooklyn Heights 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Newsroom@BrooklynPapers.com 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's neighborhood 
and street name are published with the 
letter). Letters may be edited and will 
not be returned. 


Says D’town Plan fails 
to view big picture 


To the editor: 


The Feb. 7 article headlined "Mum's The Word" 





stitute the Downtown Brooklyn Plan may forever 
transform the character of Brooklyn Heights, 


Boerum Hill, Cobble Hill, Concord Village and 
DUMBO/Vinegar Hill as the unintended conse- 
quence of the 14,000,000 square feet of new devel- 





residents (many of whom the pliin removes through 

and historic buildings). But no mention of the poten- 
tial change of the character of the neighborhoods of 
the 150,000 who live adjacent to the "core." 



leam the consequence. 

The borough president's hearing on the Down- 
town Biooklyn Plan is Feb. 18. 

—Ken Diamondstone, CB2 member 


Downtown vote 
a ‘clique’ call 

This letter is in response to 
Editor Neil Sloane’s column, 
"CB2 blows it bigtime . " 

To the editor: 

The Executive Board the and 
Land Use committee of Commu- 
nity Board 2 recognized from the 
outset that only a “yes” vote on 
overall up-zoning, the first item in 
the proposed Brooklyn Down- 
town Plan, would permit a modi- 
fication, or “no" vote, on any oth- 
er item in the plan, so it structured 
its recommendation as a package 
to approve the up-zoning first 
then selectively approve, modify 
or disapprove with recommenda- 
tions the attendant proposals. 

At the Land Use committee 
meeting of Jan. 2 1 , the proposal 
was discussed item by item with 
the chairperson of the Traffic and 
Transportation committee, which 
had voted "no” on the entire pro- 
posal, along with representatives 
of the Brooklyn Heights and 
Boerum Hill associations. All of 
their requests were incorporated 
in the Land Use committee’s rec- 
ommendations for the ’yes" vote 
on the Brooklyn Downtown Plan. 

It should be noted that [board 
member] Ken Diamondstone 
had been advocating for a “no” 
vote on the entire plan for some 
time. His request for an item-by- 
item vote at the board meeting 
followed his plea to the board to 
vote “no" on the overall up-zon- 
ing. He knew that a “no" vote on 
the up-zoning would effectively 
foreclose the possibility of vot- 
ing “yes” on any other aspect of 
the proposed Brooklyn Down- 
town Plan. 

After Diamondstone and his 
clique orchestrated the ‘no’ vote on 
the entire plan, including the pro- 
posed library adjacent to BaM, a 
coalition of the same community 
groups that supported him is plan- 
ning to ask the city for the same 
modifications that were included 
in the positive Action Report of the 
Land Use committee. 

If any person is to be blamed 
for the failure of CB2, it is Ken 
Diamondstone and his clique of 
neighborhood groups that sur- 
round the downtown area. 

— Lawrence Whiteside, CB2 

Land Use committee member 

A letter by Ken Diamondstone 
appears to the left on this page. 

Don’t like? Then 
just don’t go 

To the editor: 

I can assure your readers that 
just about all the development now 
under discussion for Downtown 
Brooklyn and the vicinity will be 
built. The only question is whether 
it will be built in Downtown 
Brooklyn and the vicinity — acces- 
sible by mass transit to teas of thou- 
sands of working people in need of 
employment, with any tax revenues 
going to New York City's schools 
and other services — or on a green- 
field site on the subuiban fringe. 

Suburban sprawl, and subur- 
ban exclusionary zoning, is the 
real suburban nightmare for peo- 
ple who are less affluent than the 
Brooklyn Papers readers worried 
about style [“Ratner's suburban 
nightmare," Vince DiMiceli, Feb. 
7]. Those concerned that, even in 
Downtown Brooklyn, some peo- 
ple will drive (as they do) and 
compete for their parking spaces 
are living in the wrong place. 

I see the re-development of 
Downtown, in addition to the 
slow turnaround of many resi- 

See LETTERS on page 16 
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'Dribble-down' theorist set to 
back Ratner's Nets arena plan 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 
Call it the “dribble- 
down” theory, the founda- 
tion of “Ratneromics.” 

Just as President Ronald 
Reagan had David Stockman 
to sell his “trickle-down” theo- 
ry, developer Brice Ratner has 
hired a noted sports economist 
— one who has regularly de- 
scribed arenas and stadiums as 
having no direct economic 
benefits on local economies, 
no less — to help sell his plan 
for a Downtown Brooklyn are- 
na for the New Jersey Nets. 

In a discussion with The 
Brooklyn Papers this week, 
Andrew Zimbalist, who next 
month will hand over his Nets 


arena study to Ratner, made 
several broad assumptions 
about the Nets coming to 
Brooklyn — namely that a 
significant number of New 
Jersey fans would follow their 
team to Brooklyn, that a large 
number of New Yorkers at- 
tend the Nets games now and 
that the housing component of 
Ratner’s development would 
draw more people to New 
York City. 

Ratner hired Zimbalist, a 
professor of economics at 
Smith College, in Massachu- 
setts, who has written several 
books on sports economics, to 
conduct a study of the fiscal 
impacts of the 19,000-seat 
arena and office and residen- 
tial complex he wants to build 


at the intersection of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues. 

“In normal circumstances, 
arenas do not have a positive 
effect, but a tremendousness 
fiscal drain,” Zimbalist told 
The Papers this week. 

So what makes Ratner's 
project different? 

“This project will be differ- 
ent because tax revenue from 
the Nets that currently go to 
New Jersey will go to New 
York,” he said. “You’re not 
creating a new team out of 
thin air, you’re moving a team 
that currently generates a lot of 


revenue in New Jersey and 
moving it to New York." 

New Jersey fans, he added, 
and New Yorkers who spend 
their dollars at the Continental 
Airlines Arena will now travel 
and spend their money in 
Brooklyn, generating more tax 
revenue for the state and city. 

Asked what evidence he 
had to show that large num- 
bers of New Jerseyans were 
likely to follow the team that 
deserted them across the river 
or, for that matter, how many 
New Yorkers currently schlep 
to Jersey when the Knicks 


play in midtown Manhattan, 
Zimbalist said vaguely that he 
was working with “various 
numbers” and would have to 
“make an estimate as to what 
share [of New Jersey fans] 
would go to Brooklyn.” 

Further asked how tax rev- 
enues could be factored in 
given that most of the tax rev- 
enue generated by the arena 
will go to pay for its construc- 
tion as well as the construc- 
tion of surrounding office and 
residential towers, Zimbalist 
said simply, “Some of that 
money will come back to fi- 
nance the project but not all of 

Zimbalist also said the 
housing portion of the plan — 
some 4,500 units are projected 


— would attract many more 
people to live in New York. 

Neil DeMause, author of 
“Field of Schemes: How the 
Great Stadium Swindle Turns 
Public Money Into Private 
Profit,” has his doubts about 
Zimbalist’s Nets arena eco- 
nomic forecast. 

“Do you really think that 
anybody form Jersey will go to 
games in Brooklyn?’ asked De- 
Mause, who lives in Flatbush. 

“He is assuming that half 
the people who currently at- 
tend Nets games would be 
coming to Brooklyn,” said 
DeMause, who has discussed 
the study with Zimbalist, and 
believes there are, and will be, 
far fewer interstate fans than 
Zimbalist is assuming. 



NOT JUST NETS 


THE NEW BROOKLYN 


Zimbalist told The Papers 
he was still calculating the 
numbers and couldn’t release 
a specific figure. 

While DeMause said it was 
a bit “offbeat” for Zimbalist to 
work on a project like this, he 
is eager to see the final results. 

After seeing Zimbalist’s 
name splashed across magazine 
and newspaper articles about 
the plan, Ratner invited him to 


tour the proposed arena site in 
Prospect Heights and offered to 
hire him as a consultant. 

"Mr. Zimbalist is one of the 
most respected experts on the 
economics of arenas and to 
have his input and support is 
extremely helpful,” said Rat- 
ner spokesman Barry Baum. 

Zimbalist is expected to de- 
liver his study to Ratner by mid- 
March. — with Neil Sloane 


Real estate brokers expect 
arena will up property values 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

As the controversy heats up over the con- 
struction of a Frank Gehry-designed village 
and professional basketball arena in Prospect 
Heights, there is one group that apparently 
stands to benefit — property owners. 

“The long-term impact will be positive for mar- 
ket values,” said Christopher Thomas, president of 
William B. May Brooklyn, a large real estate firm 
with offices on Montague Street and Seventh Avenue. 

Developer Bruce Ratner, who recently pur- 
chased the New Jersey Nets for $300 million, 
wants to build 17 residential and commercial 
buildings centered around a professional basketball 
arena at the intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues and extending into Prospect Heights. 

While it is not a done deal — Ratner still needs 
a litany of approvals and faces a potential hurdle of 
lawsuits — property owners are busy speculating 
on how the 22-acre project with office towers 
reaching almost 60 stories tall might affect the sell- 
ing prices of their homes. 

Real estate agents say that at least in this respect, 
the forecast is bright. 

In the already booming surrounding brownstone 
neighborhoods of Boerum Hill, Park Slope, Clin- 


ton Hill and Fort Greene, where three-story houses 
already sell for upwards of $ 1 .5 million, the new 
project could jack up prices even higher. 

In Park Slope, the colossal project will likely 
drive prices up, said John Rutter, managing direc- 
tor for the Corcoran Group Park Slope — just as 
the development on, and up-zoning of. Fourth 
Avenue has driven up prices of apartments on the 
side streets between Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
where a two-bedroom luxury apartment on Sackett 
Street is now selling for $955,000. 

“This will increase values in Park Slope,” said 
Rutter, “as long as the infrastructure improves in 
relation to what happens there.” 

As part of the plan, Ratner intends to construct 
4,500 units of housing, mostly near Vanderbilt 
Avenue. So far there has not been any talk about 
the addition of schools or traffic mitigation to han- 
dle the tens of thousands of new residents and 
commuters who would be brought to the area. 

Eva Daniels has been selling real estate in Fort 
Greene for more than 20 years and says she doubts 
the project will have an adverse effect on property 
values, which started rising in the late 1 990s when 
Manhattanites “discovered” the area. 

Many residents are attracted to Fort Greene by 
its relatively quiet, tree-lined streets, diversity and 
sense of community, Daniels said, all things she 


would not change if the project goes ahead. 

When Ratner constructed both the Atlantic 
Center mall and nearby Metrotech office campus 
in Downtown Brooklyn, agents predicted they 
would drive up property values. 

But Daniels said they ultimately had almost no 

“It’s like crystal ball gazing,” said Nancy 
McKieren, who runs her own real estate office in 
Boerum Hill. “It all depends how the city plans it 
— if the traffic is worked out, the subway station 
planned out.” 

While most agents agreed the project — espe- 
cially with Gehry’s name attached to it — could 
only send prices up, they also worried about the 
increased traffic. 

‘Traffic is already horrendous,” said McKieren. 

Asked if the project could adversely affect qual- 
ity of life and thus drive prices down, Thomas 
pointed to the Manhattan neighborhoods of 
Greenwich Village and Chelsea. 

“Those are 19th-century period neighborhoods 
that coexist in the largest city in the country with 
high-rise, non-contextual developments,” said 
Thomas. 

“Yet neighborhoods maintain a character and I 
think that will continue to be true with Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill and Prospect Heights." 


Tour center opens 
in Borough Hall 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Forget Bloomindales and the Empire 
State Building. 

Tourists flocking to New York City will soon be 
crossing the East River in droves to discover the 
brownstones, boutiques and bistros of Brooklyn. 

A new, state-of-the-art tourism center at the foot 
of Borough Hall — the first of its kind outside of 
Manhattan — opened up for business Thursday. 

Packed with pamphlets detailing walks through 
historic Fort Greene, shopping at the unique shops 
of Atlantic Avenue and galleries in hipster 
Williamsburg, the new center will hopefully help 
pull more of the 21 billion tourist dollars currently 
spent citywide into the Borough of Kings. 

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony Thursday, Bor- 
ough President Marty Markowitz, a driving 
force behind the tourism center, bragged about 
his beloved borough, touting the borough’s 
churches, cheesecake and Coney Island Cy- 
clones, Brooklyn’s minor-league baseball team. 

“Brooklyn Is the next great frontier for tourism 
expansion," said Jonathan Tisch, chairman of the 
city’s official tourism promoters, NYC & Co. 

Staffed by volunteers trained by the con- 
cierge at the New York Marriott Brooklyn, on 
Adams Street, the center sells Brooklyn T-shirts, 


chewing gum, baseball caps and teddy bears. 

But while visitors may soon flock to the site, 
those arriving on the weekend will be disap- 
pointed — the center is closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays. That’s because it's inside a city build- 
ing, a Markowitz spokeswoman said, noting 
many of the details are still being worked out. 

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, most 
attendees headed over to the first-ever NYC & 
Co. annual luncheon held ouLside Manhattan. 

At the luncheon at the Brooklyn Marriott, 
Empire State Development Corporation Presi- 
dent Charles Gargano announced plans for an 
expansion of the Jacob Javits Convention Cen- 
ter on Manhattan's west side and NYC &Co. 
officials promised to promote tourism in the 
boroughs ouLside of Manhattan. 

But just as attention turned to boosting the 
borough, one of its great institutions is closing 
for good. 

Joe Chirico, owner of Gage & Tollner, a 
landmarked restaurant at 372 Fulton St., three 
blocks from the tourism center, announced he 
would close the famed restaurant on Valentine's 
Day, after 125 years in business. 

The Brooklyn Tourism and Visitors Center, at 
209 Joralemon St. near Court Street, is open 
Monday through Friday, from 10 am to 6 pm. 
For more information call (718) 802-3846. 


Beep’s ‘State of Boro’ 
focuses on Nets plan 

By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

During his State of the Borough 
address Sunday Borough President 
Marty Markowitz touted Brooklyn’s 
cultural renaissance and future as a 
tourism hotspot while reminding an 
audience of about 500 that its 
schools are among the city’s most 
crowded and its auto-insurance rates 
among the nation’s highest. 

But last month's $300 million purchase 
of the New Jersey Nets by developer 
Bruce Ratner was clearly the centerpiece 
of his two-hour address, although the sub- 
ject wasn’t raised until halftime, when re- 
tired Knicks and Nets star forward 
Bernard King joined Markowitz for a 
staged pickup game before continuing on 
with his stump speech. 

Markowitz scored a layup against the 
6-foot-7 King in the Joseph Anzalone 
Theater at Edward R. Murrow High 
School in Midwood. But a handful of 
those in attendance, who stand to be dis- 
placed by Ratner’s arena plan, booed 
every mention of the Nets and said Mark- 
owitz was shooting from foul territory. 

“I will do everything in my power to 
make sure that as few people as possible 
will be displaced, that any negative im- 
pacts are minimized and, most important- 
ly, that they are treated with dignity and 
respect," Markowitz said to applause 
sprinkled with a few boos. 

“For 26 years, I have kept my promises 
to Brooklynites. And I will keep this one, 
too,” he said. 

Despite rumors that arena-plan protes- 
tors would be out in full force, a small 
holding pen outside of the school at 1600 
Ave. L remained empty for the entirety of 
the event. Inside, activist Robert Puca and 
members of the Prospect Heights Action 
Coalition and Brooklyn Vision were seat- 
ed throughout the theater, adding to the 
small chorus of boos. 

“We prepared for it, certainly, and we 
had a couple people" said Sharon Toomer, 
the borough president’s new director of 
communications. “But we didn’t expect 

When King began speaking about the 
Nets’ anticipated move to his hometown, 
a woman sitting near the front of the audi- 
torium yelled, “U.S. Constitution.” When 
King politely replied, “I’m sorry, didn't 
hear you,” the woman repeated herself. 

“U.S. Constitution,” she said again. 

A mystified King continued with his 

The opposition could have been worse, 
said Puca, who sat in the fourth row, and 



Williamsburgh Savings Bank building (seen in background on left), they would form perimeters of fortress-like mega blocks envisioned 
by the Downtown Plan, a massive urban renewal project that includes property condemnations under the state's power of eminent 
domain. A public hearing on the plan is scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 6 pm in Borough Hall. Below, a model of Bruce Rat- 
ner's proposed Atlantic Yards site, an assemblage of high-rise mega blocks formed by street closings and the use of eminent domain. 




Borough President Marty Markowitz (left) greets Sen. Charles Schumer of Park 
Slope during Markowitz State of the Borough address on Sunday. 


intermittently waved a yellow, 8-inch by 
10-inch placard emblazoned with the 
words “Don’t Destroy our Homes.” A res- 
ident of the Newswalk condominium, one 
of the buildings surrounded by Ratner’s 
plan that will not be taken by eminent do- 
main, Puca said that some of the arena’s 
most vocal opponents had planned to rally 
at the event, but decided against it in favor 
of future endeavors. He declined to elabo- 

“I don’t think this would have been the 
right way to go about it,” Puca said, 
adding that protesting at the event would 
have been disrespectful to some of 
Markowitz’s other talking poinLs. 

The smattering of vocal opposition was 
first unleashed when Sen. Charles 
Schumer, of Park Slope, praised Ratner 
and Markowitz for the $2.5 billion arena 
and residential and commercial village 

“They say, ‘Can one person change the 
world?’ Well, one person is going to 
change Brooklyn — that’s Marty Mar- 

“I know some people might have a lit- 
tle dissention,” Schumer said, but added 
that the development would create 
“10,000 jobs” and “3,000 to 4,000 units of 
housing.” 

James Vogel, a secretary for Brooklyn 
Vision, which serves as an umbrella or- 
ganization for block associations in the 
Downtown Brooklyn area, said that days 
before the State of the Borough address, 
an e-mail from someone within the 


Prospect Heights Action Coalition was 
posted to an e-mail group, telling people 
to restrain themselves. He estimated that 
about a dozen people from the coalition 
and other organizations attended the 

“They had decided not to have a loud, 
noisy protest,” said Vogel. “They had de- 
cided to marshal their forces elsewhere. I 
think they might have wanted to give their 
people a day off.” 

Save for the entertainment, which in- 
cluded the Jackie Robinson Steppers — a 
100-piece marching band that conspicu- 
ously played the Aretha Franklin hit, “R- 
E-S-P-E-C-T,” twice during the day — 
the event offered few surprises. 

Rather, much of the afternoon was a re- 
hash of last year’s address, including the 
tagline, “Respect, it’s the Brooklyn atti- 
tude.” And much like last year, Markowitz 
peppered his speech with the word “re- 
spect,” which this year was uttered 26 

The difference this time around was 
that many of Markowitz’s dreams are 
inching closer to reality — from a plan to 
dock Carnival Cruise Lines ships on the 
Brooklyn waterfront to snagging the bor- 
ough’s first professional sports team since 
the Dodgers left after the 1957 season. 

“The theme was respect for Brooklyn, 
but there was an undertone of ‘have re- 
spect for Marty,”’ said Vogel, who lives 
on Pacific Street between Fourth and Flat- 
bush avenues, where, he said, Ratner 
plans to build a skyscraper. 
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New chiefs for 
76 and 78 pets. 


DUMBO Great office space Great Neighborhood Great Price 


Great Office Space 

• Modern Move-in Condition • High Speed Telecommunications 

• Prebuilt offices from 1,300 sf to 9,900 9f Panoramic Views, New Lobbies and 

• Flexible Lease Terms, Affordable Rents Elevators ^ ^ 

and Room to Grow 

CHRIS HAVENS , Director of Leasing 8.222.2505 
email: havens@twotrees-dumbo.com 


TWO TREES 


By Deborah Kolben 

Tile Brooklyn Papers 
After almost three years 
as commanding officer of 
Park Slope’s 78th Precinct, 
Deputy Inspector Edward 
Mullen is moving on. 

Stepping in to take the 
precinct’s helm is Capt. 
Thomas Harris, commanding 
officer of the neighboring 76th 
Precinct, which covers the 
neighborhoods of Red Hook 


00000Q0 

Good News! 
New Subway 
Service. 

Effective February 22. 

Now that work on the Manhattan Bridge is complete, we have more tracks to run more trains 
between Brooklyn and Manhattan at all times — rush hours, middays, evenings and weekends. More 
service means a reduction in crowding. And because the N train is returning to express service, 
travelling will be faster for many people. 

For complete details on your subway line, please pick up a brochure today. Here are some highlights: 

• In Brooklyn, the B train will replace the Q Diamond and run over the Manhattan Bridge to 
Sixth Ave. express stations. It will stop at Grand St. In Manhattan, the N train will replace 
the Q Diamond, which has been discontinued. 

• The D train will replace the W train in Brooklyn. It will run on 4th Ave. then over the 
Manhattan Bridge to Sixth Ave. express stations. The D will stop at Grand St. 

• The N train will run over the Manhattan Bridge to Broadway stations. It will run express 
from 59 St., Brooklyn to 34 St.-Herald Square on weekdays. 

• The Q train will run over the Manhattan Bridge to Broadway stations. It will run local in 
Brooklyn and express in Manhattan. 

• The W train will make all local stops between Astoria, Queens and Whitehall Street in 
Lower Manhattan, weekdays only. 

For additional travel information, call 718-330-1234 or visit www.mta.info. 




New York City Transit Going your way 


and Carroll Gardens. 

“I'm happy and excited 
about the challenge." said 
Harris, who already knows 
many of the community mem- 
bers through his work with 
Community Board 6, which 
includes neighborhoods (Torn 
both precincts. 

For the first time in more 
than 30 years, the 76th 
Precinct went an entire year 
without a murder. 

“Captain Harris did such a 
great job we figured we’d bring 
him in to the 7-8, which has the 
addition of Prospect Park — 
he’ll have even greater respon- 
sibilities," said LL James 
Woods, a spokesman for Patrol 
Borough Brooklyn South, 
which includes both the 76th 
and 78th precincts. 

Mullen will be moving on 
to the 113th Precinct, in Ja- 
maica, Queens, a bigger geo- 
graphic area with more calls 
to service, said Woods. 

Capt. Joseph Cassidy, of the 
citywide Community Affairs 
Division at police headquarters, 
who was also an instructor at 


Court 

scandal 

plea 


A Brooklyn rabbi and his 
daughter have pleaded guilty to 
charges they conspired to bribe 
a judge at the center of Brook- 
lyn's court corruption scandal. 

District Attorney Charles 
Hynes called the fifth-degree 
conspiracy pleas of Rabbi Ezra 
Zifrani, 67. and his daughter. Es- 
ther Weitzner, 37, the first step to- 
ward convictions of more central 
figures in the scandal. 

The rabbi and his daughter 
said they gave an alleged court- 
house fixer $5,000 to influence 
Weitzner 's child custody case be- 
fore state Supreme Court Justice 
Gerald Garson. Garson has been 
accused of taking bribes to fix di- 
vorce cases in a scandal that has 
led to seven arrests and calls for 
reforms and closer scrutiny of 
Brooklyn's courts. 


the Police Academy, will take 
over at the 76th Precinct. 

“Everyone seems to have 
made a great step," added 
Woods. 
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FIGHT COLDS & FLU 
THIS SEASON 

URGE 

Health and Wellness 


Strengthen your immune system 
with tonics, teas & treatments 
Visit our apothcary for remedies and 
Dr. Hauschka's skin care products. 


STACEY BROSNAN, C.N.M., N.P., M.S. 

79 Atlantic Avenue • Bklyn Hts (bet. Heniy & Hicks Sts.) =’ 

www.femsurge.com • (718) 797-8797 m 


Nutritionist 



Natural Foods 


Herbs & Vitamins 


Health-Oriented Items 



-9pm 

• Which vitamin supplements 
are right for your family 
members 

• Which herbal remedies will 
aid the various health 
issues your family faces 

• Which of our organic 
grocery items are right 
for you 



11 Flatbush Ave (Fulton/Livingston) • (718) 624-6290 • Open 7 days 

(at Nevins St. subway - 2, 3, 4, 5 trains and DeKalb Ave. - N, Q, R, M trains) • fT~ 


GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 


• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 



313-43rd Street — Sunset Park, Brooklyn 
3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


I Monday to Friday 
10am to 6pm 




TtttMi- hnku.n.^1 l H_ r a Kliiir 

St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital 
Look Ahead Study 
(212) 523-8037 



A New Year, A New You. . 

' There is no better time than NOW! 




• Over 40 Group Activity 
A Classes Per Week 

01 • Cardio Training Center 

• State-of-the-Art Strength 
and Toning Areas 

j • Interactive Child Care 
Program 

i • Cardio Theater® 

Entertainment Center 


• Johnny G. Spinning® 

• Advanced Master Classes 

• Personal Training 

• IMX™ Pilates studio 

• Racquetball Courts 

• Karate Programs 

• Adolescent Fitness 
Programs 


Park Slope Sports Club 
330 Flatbush Avenue • Brooklyn 

718 - 783-5152 

www.fitnessventures.net 


At Park Slope Sports Club, our mission is to help you achieve your 
personal fitness goals and make your experience enjoyable. Our first 
rate facilities offer a complete selection of cardio and strength equipment. 
We offer the absolute best aerobic, spinning® and group activity 
programs around. 




Yoga 

African Dance Classes 
Hip Hop Classes 
Rebounding Classes 
Steam Room /Sauna 
Massage 
And Much More! 




INSIDE DINING 

PERFORMING ARTS 

NIGHTLIFE CLASSIFIEDS 

REAL ESTATE 



(718) 834-9350 
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Bawdy in 
Brooklyn 

Burlesque is back, and it may 
be what saves dance from itself 


T ime to dust off grandma’s old pasties, 
darling. That bawdy and ribald men's 
entertainment called burlesque is back 
... in Brooklyn. 

But the rules have changed this time 
around. 

No longer is burlesque the domain of un- 
desired old men who drool over the young 
lasses bedecked with glitter, mascara and 

feathers. Now it's 

women who run the 
show and catcall from 
the audience. It’s 
women who found 
the medium languish- 
ing on dusty Him 
reels at cult video 
stores, and it’s women 
who reinvented it as a 
postmodern perform- 


•e art. 


mid-May to i 
372-5159 or' 




; women, and 
one or two men, who 
use its hyperactive 
and short format not 
just to show some 
skin, but to tell a tale, 
act out a post-feminist 
critique of sexuality 
or do something so 
absurd that it stuns and amuses the audience. 

This is "neo-burlesque," says one of its 
stars, Selena Vixen, aka Catherine Hourihan. 

For example, there’s the Bombshell! Girls, 
the burlesque duo of Lady Ace and Ms. Tick- 
le. Their signature piece, called “Mirror," 
which can be seen on their Web site 
(www.thebombshellgirls.com), is a jarring, 
but memorable act. In it, a young woman 
dressed in old-fashioned pajamas holds a vo- 
tive candle on a darkened stage. She's admir- 
ing her reflection in a full-length mirror and 
her reflection admires her back. She presents 
it a rose and then slowly strips to pasties and 
a bikini bottom spun from flowers. Her re- 
flection copies every move. But once she 
turns her back, the reflection claws her shoul- 
der and pulls the woman through the frame. 


blows out its candle and goes offstage. The 
woman is left frozen in the mirror as the cur- 
tains close. 

While cosmopolitan audiences across the 
city have settled into the revival of burlesque, 
Brooklyn crowds are the ones who see the 
genre’s cutting edge. For more than two 
years, burlesque has had a consistent home at 
Galapagos, a performing arts space in 
Williamsburg, and until recently, at Low, a 
lounge below the restaurant Rice in DUM- 
BO. Promoters at both venues say they want 
to give burlesquers a 
space in which to toy 
with their creativity 
and explore the 
medium’s potential. 

"It’s more experi- 
mental in Brooklyn," 
says Robert Elmes, 
founder and director 
of Galapagos, which 
hosts a burlesque 
show on Monday 
nights, regularly star- 
ring the Bombshell! 
Girls, Selena Vixen 
and others, and on 
Friday nights, a 
vaudeville revue that 
also features bur- 
lesque. Because of 
Brooklyn's lower 
laid back, Elmes says, 
people in for 


NIGHTLIFE 


Galapagos Art Space presents free Mon- 
day Evening Burlesque with Polly Peabody, Miss 
Saturn ana others on Feb. 16 at 9:30 pm and 
Galapagos Floating Vaudeville, with host Von 
Von Von, on Feb. 20, from 10 pm to 1 am. 
Vaudeville admission is $5. Galapagos is located 
at 70 North Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg. For more information, call (718) 
782-51 88 or visit www 1 
Boudoir Bar pre 
Upcoming schedule: 


ill (718) 624-8878 or 
will present "Bur- 

■.er°Schedutes to be 
Formation, call (718) 


rents, venues 
and they don’t have to 
two performances a night. 

‘In the city, you’re going to see something 
that's right down the middle, not offending 
anybody, not stepping on anybody's toes, 
leaving a grin instead of a smile,” says Elmes. 

Galapagos, with its somber atmosphere lit 
by a tapestry of reds, black cherry and blood 
orange with the occasional sapphire sewn in, 
seeks more to inspire. Because Galapagos’ 
audiences are more likely artists themselves, 
they seem to respond to the more nuanced 
and imaginative burlesque, Elmes says. 

They’re the only audience for whom 
Hourihan performs her most conceptual 
piece, “Instrument,” which was inspired by 
Man Ray’s photograph of a female nude 



(Top Left) Dancer Harvest Moon demonstrates her admirable flexibility during a perform- 
ance at Williamsburg's Galapagos on Feb. 9. (Above) Backstage, performer Veronika Sweet 
adjusts her costume. 


called “The Cello.” 

“Brooklyn audiences are a lot more so- 
phisticated than any of the ones you see in 
Manhattan,” says Hourihan, a Williamsburg 
resident. “The Manhattan audience, I don’t 
know where they’re from. Maybe from Jer- 
sey, I don’t know.” 

Not that burlesque has grown elite or pre- 
tentious with age. Fun is still its operative 
word — fun for the audience, and fun for the 
performers to dress-up in homemade haute 
couture and fun to take it off. 

“It’s fun,” concurs Jo Weldon, who began 
to perform as Jo Boobs in 1998, after she 
saw friends take up burlesque. 

“I thought, ‘Oh, they’re amusing them- 
selves. I want to do that.’” 

After 15 years as a stripper, Weldon says 
she found something therapeutic in the less 
serious and less lonely world of striptease. 

“There’s no money stare in burlesque,” 
she says, referring to that salacious stare 
strippers wear to coax bigger tips from their 
patrons. “And if it’s there, then it’s a joke.” 

But the key to a successful burlesquer lies 
in her personality. Although there’s no boo- 
ing in New York burlesque — that’s just im- 
polite — it’s clear that the best acts are the 
ones in which the star ladles on the presence, 
the wit, the elan. 

Some draw inspiration from burlesque's 


golden era, the mid-20th century. Miss Dirty 
Martini’s best known piece is her fan dance. 
The World Famous *BOB*, of Greenpoint, 
who calls herself “a female female-imperson- 
ator,” performs a classic act in which she 
plays a drag queen. 

For Lady Ace, it's something more hard 
rock. As layers of her gaudy green outfit 
slunk off her body during a recent solo show 
in the East Village, Lady Ace winked and 
snapped Polaroid photos of herself and flung 
them into the audience with audacious 
pomp. In the background boomed the 
trance-like “Press Darlings,” by '80s New 
Waver Adam Ant. 

“She’s gregarious, outgoing, funny, likes 
to make fun of herself, overtly sexual, clever 
— hopefully,” Anna Curtis says of her on- 
stage Lady Ace alter-ego. 

“Really, really, she’s just me,” says Curtis. 
"Although normally I don't take my clothes 
off in front of my friends when I’m talking to 

Ariana Smart, a former Low manager, 
tapped that energy to drive her weekly bur- 
lesque shows, at which Curtis and more than 
a dozen others regularly performed. 

“I wanted the burlesque at Low to kind of 
erupt out of the general hubbub," Smart 
writes in an e-mail from India. “I wanted a 
See BURLESQUE on page 13 


HMH 

That’s amore 

Whether you're looking for a last-minute Valen- 
tine’s Day gift for that special guy, or just looking 
for a few laughs, actor Steve Schirripa’s latest book, 
"A Goomba’s Book of Love” fits the bill. 

To write “Book of 
Love," Schirripa teamed 
up again with co-author 
Charles Fleming, who as- 
sisted him with his best- 
selling first book, “A 
Goomba’s Guide to 
Life,” also published by 
Clarkson Potter. “Book 
of Love” has more be- 
hind-the-scenes anec- 
dotes from Schirripa’s 
work on HBO's “The 
Sopranos" series and 
loving recollections of 
his time served as a rabble-rousing youth in Benson- 
hurst. “AGoomba’s Book of Love” (S23) is available 
in local bookstores now. — Usa J. Curtis 



THEATER 


‘Head’s up 


vs,” he said, including 


The National Theater of the United States of 
America has extended its run of “What's That on 
My Head!?!” at DUMBO’s NEST Arts complex 
until Feb. 29. 

“We have been turning people away every 
night,” founding member Yehuda Duenyaf told GO 
Brooklyn. The seating capacity of the ride designed 
by the company is 30, and because of the nature of 
the show, there’s no standing room. 

Duenyaf believes the show’s popularity is mostly 
due to “word of mouth." 

“We've had a couple of revi 
one in the Jan. 24 edition of 
GO Brooklyn. "People 
are walking away 
from the show very 
provoked, and 
they want their 

The show pro- 
vokes, said Duen- 
yaf, because it 
stimulates on dif 
ferent levels. 

“It's a spectacle and 
there’s a strong intellectual 
concept, as well. There 



many different points of 


After February, NTUSA may extend the play again, 
all the way to July; that’s how long the company has 
the space. (And there is only one actor who would 
have to leave because of previous commitments.) 

“Everyone that’s involved is very dedicated,” 
said Duenyaf. "That’s another thing audiences like. 
They’re seeing a group of people that’s very excited 
about what they’re doing. That’s refreshing." 

“What's That on My Head!?!" plays through Feb. 
29, Thursdays through Sundays, at 8 pm. Tickets are 
$15. The NEST arts complex is located at 88 Front 
St. at Washington Street in DUMBO. For reserva- 
tions, call (212) 615-6607. — Paulanne Simmons 


snssEj 

Just ducky 

The Impact Theatre's newest production is Hen- 
rik Ibsen's “The Wild Duck,” directed by David 
Greenwood. 

Considered one of Ibsen’s most complex dramas, 
the play is about two old school friends, Hjalmar 
Ekdal, who believes he is about to make a great in- 
vention, and Gregers Werle, who is determined to 
free his friend from all such illusions. 

Greenwood, who was assistant director of 
Boerum Hill Arts 
Center’s production 
of “Steel Magnolias” 
in May 2002, told 
GO Brooklyn, “[‘The 
Wild Duck’] mixes 
kitchen sink realism 
with a fair amount of 
symbolic language 
and references. It 
doesn't really have a 
hero or a villain, just 
a bunch of human 
beings doing the best 
thing they can with 
the world view they have acquired.” 

The production will try to keep the period flavor, 
said Greenwood. 

“We want the audience to feel that they are back in 
19th century Norway, even though many of the themes 
are totally current the way truth is perceived different- 
ly by different people and the issue of how to help peo- 
ple without hurting them at the same time.” 

"The Wild Duck" opens Feb. 1 9 and continues 
through Feb. 29, Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 
pm, and Sundays at 2:30 pm. Tickets are $15, $12 
seniors and students. The Impact Theatre is located 
at 190 Underhill Ave. between Sterling Place and 
St Johns Place in Prospect Heights. For reserva- 
tions, call (718) 390-7163. — Paulanne Simmons 




Join us for Valentines Da 


Valentine’s menu, please visit 



T TCJIST A 


Chef Michael Fiore offers a prix fixe 
dinner in a romantic setting. 
Make your reservations early. 


256 Fifth Ave. (at Carroll st.) 718-230-0711 Open for Dinner: Tues thru Sun Free Valet Parking H^E33 
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Alba Pastry Shop 

7 001 18th Ave. at 70th Street, (718) 232-2122, 
www.albapastry.com (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) 
Cookies by the pound: S7.95-S12.95. 

nationally famous for four generations." Indeed, the 
bakery has been serving tasty Italian sweets since 1932. 



Caffe Roma 

2001 Stillwell Ave. at Avenue T, (718) 372-4550, 
(AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: S8-S21. 

different cuisines, AND they have a chef for each one. 
Chef Ziki cooks the traditional Russian cuisine, while 
Chef Melina^ cooks the traditional Italian dishes. 


Those who opt for Italian love Melina's 
fettuccini Alfredo. Inside Caffe Roma, y 
have left the 21st century. The table! 
red, white and green cloth while the m 

with golden silk ropes. Caffe Roma is 
terious, the perfect place to hang you 



Columbus Restaurant 
and Delicatessen 

6610 18th Ave. at 66th Street, (718) 2368623, 
(Cash only), Entrees: S2.95-S6.95. 

This is a real deli restaurant that smells like pickles 
when you walk in and serves the best thin-sliced turkey 
dub sandwich you ever tasted. The no-frills decor is 
much improved by having a cheerful, pleasant wait- 

mi sandwiches, and offers breakfast, lunch and dinner 


da’ Tommaso 

1 464 86th St. at Bay Eighth Street, (718) 2369883 
(AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: S10.50-S26.95. 
This polished Italian restaurant has been serving Ben- 
sonhurst for more than 35 years. Owner and chef 
Tommaso Verdillo offers a mouthwatering menu fea- 
turing appetizers such as frutta di mar caldo for two 
(half lobster, sea scallops, shrimp and clams in garlic 
sauce) and fresh foie gras sauteed with orange peel 
and Calabrese onions. There is something for every- 
one on his equally extensive entree menu that features 
pastas, fish and meat dishes. Da' Tommaso offers an 
exhaustive list of wines from Italy as well as wines from 
the United States, France, Spain and elsewhere. 

DeBal Restaurant 

1772 86th St. at 18th Avenue, (718) 834-9471, 

(MC, V) Entrees: S10.25-S25. 

At DeBal, a cozy, serene retreat from the outside 
world, the aroma of owner and chef Danny Debal's 

Restaurant. Everything from the sauce to the olive oil 
to the mozzarella at DeBal is fresh. Try the veal 



zarella, a favorite of regulars. For a hearty appetite, a 
mdco^eo^toac^te'enjoyed^onS^^s" 1 ™ 6 


II Colosseo 


7704 18th Ave. at 77th Street, (718) 234-3663, 
(Disc, MC, V) Entrees: $7-120.50. 





For more reviews, go to 



Abbreviation Key. AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner’s Club, Disc= Discover 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 
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Neighborhood 
Dining Guide 


Chestnut’s 

roasting 

Smith Street chef David Wurth 
can even make liver taste good 



John’s Deli 

2033 Stillwell Ave. at 86th Street, (718) 372-7481, 
Sandwiches: S2.75-S6.50. 



L&B Spumoni Gardens 

2725 86th St. at West 10th Street, (718) 372-8400, 
www.spumonigardens.com, (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa 
with $10 minimum), Pizzas: $16 (half square, 16 
slices), S30 (whole square, 24 slices). 

The landmark Spumoni Gardens was founded by 
Ludovico Barbati in 1939 and has been family owned 
and operated from the beginning. Brooklynites from 

for their unique, saucy square and round pizzas and 
their fresh tasting Italian ice flavors. The Italian ices and 
spumoni that "grandpa" sold off his horse-drawn 


Outback Steakhouse 

1475 86th St at 15th Avenue, ( 718) 837-7200, 
www.outback.com, (AmEx, Disc, MC, V), Entrees: 
S8.99-S30.99. 

K seems ludicrous, but it's true. The Australian steak 
style eateries in Bensonhurst along with a giant park- 


Shiki Restaurant 

1863-1867 86th St. at 18th Avenue, (718) 837- 
1586, (AmEx, Disc, MC, V) Entrees: S8.9S-S16.9S. 

ing. While a rock sculptured waterfall babbles in the 


There, the visiting party sits around a large grill and 

preparing chicken, steak or vegetables among other 
mouth-watering meals. While the grill sizzles, the chefs 
chop, toss and saute your entire meal right before 
your eyes. Shiki has six chefs so that no customer is 
ever left waiting long. Shiki also offers fresh sushi and 


Tenzan 

7116 18 th Ave. at 71st Street, (718) 621-3238, 
(AmEx, Disc, MC, V) Entrees: S9.95-S17.9S. 

The gleaming wood and intimate tables make eating at 
Tenzan an enjoyable experience. Sit at one of the tradi- 
tional Japanese tables, shoes off, atop a silk-screened 

Remon Niu. One of his specialties, and a favorite among 
customers, is the crispy salmon panabo, a fresh piece of 

a crispy outer layer, coating a soft and flaky, spicy piece 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

O n Smith Street, where moderately 
priced bistros are the norm. Chest- 
nut, which opened in November, 
stands out as an original. 

The brainchild of co-owners Peter 
Miscikoski and Susan Daily is unlike 
some of its neighbors that try to repli- 
cate French bistros right down to the 
zinc mirrors and steak tfites, or elfin 
villages with dining areas marked Meat 
Loaf Lane. 

Named for the warmly hued wood 
used for the cafe's floor and bar. Chest- 
nut is a simple yet elegant space that 
makes the perfect backdrop for chef 
David Wurth's rustic menu. 

Wurth has previously worked at 
Savoy, in Manhattan, a restaurant that 
has become a clearing-house for 
Brooklyn culinary 
talent. His cook- 
ing brings a pa- 
lette of bold fla- 
vors to the table. 

Bacon, red wine 
and cabbage make 
a presence in his 
dishes. He has 
great affection for 
rich meat like duck breast and rib-eye 
steak, and anyone who can do what he 
does with liver — he has two varieties 
on the menu, a chunky chicken liver ap- 
petizer with apples that's spread on toast 
and a delectably piquant calf’s liver en- 
tree — deserves the kind of following 
he’s already brought to Chestnut. 

A dinner begins with an innovative 
starter that sets the tone for the meal. On 
a round, silver tray, is a small dish of 
house-made, not too spicy, not too sweet 
sliced pickles, that, in their unassuming 
way, may be the finest amuse bouche to 
hit Brooklyn tables. With the pickles 
come a large chunk of chewy, country 
bread and a saucer of soft butter flecked 
with chives and fennel seeds, then driz- 
zled with extra virgin olive oil. 

As amusing and delicious as you'll 
find the bread and pickles, the appetizer 


of smoked scallops and fingeriing pota- 
toes in a hot mustard sauce will make 
you forget them quickly. I've never eat- 
en a smoked scallop. Smoked salmon, 
of course; oysters, yes; and mussels, too, 
but smoked scallops were something 

Wurth uses dry sea scallops, not the 
kind found in supermarkets and some 
fish markets that are injected with water 
and are too moist to form a proper crust 
His are large and smoked over black tea 
until they have the rusty, smoky patina 
of a raku-fired pot. The exterior of the 
scallop becomes crisp and takes on a 
deep, dusky flavor, while the interior 
stays sweet and as creamy as a marsh- 
mallow. A light sauce made spicy with 
dry mustard, complements the scallops 
and is delicious enough to eat on its 
own. The fingeriing potatoes make a 
quiet partner that, when bitten into after 
a bite of scallop, 
throw the flavor of 
the shellfish into 
high relief. 

Less dazzling 
then the scallops, 
yet equally enjoy- 
able, was a soul- 
warming soup 
right out of a 
Bruegel painting. The combination of 
meaty stock, crisp nuggets of salty- 
sweet bacon, tender chunks of butternut 
squash and mild flavored kale, is peas- 
ant food gussied up with a dollop of an- 
cho chile-laced butter. 

On the list of specials was pan-seared 
calf's liver. 

I know, I know, but order it with an 
open mind. 

Wurth's rendition bears no resem- 
blance to the leathery, odiferous versions 
served in diners or at childhood tables. 
The impeccably fresh liver is purchased 
from an organic farm in Vermont. Searing 
the liver quickly gives it a crisp crust and 
a mousse-like center. Sauteed apples and 
caramelized onions add sweetness, strips 
of smoky bacon lend saltiness, and a 
sauce of reduced veal stock and a touch 
of mustard is luxuriously buttery. 


DINING 


Chestnut (271 Smith St between De- 
Graw and Sackett streets in Carroll Gar- 
dens) accepts Visa and MasterCard. En- 

Tuesdays through Sundc 



BROOKLYN 

Bites 

This week: 

BENSONHURST 



Mountain of treats; At St. Helen Cafe in Williamsburg, a latte and plate 
teeming with fresh-baked croissants with honey glaze, a chocolate rasp- 
berry almond flour muffin, assorted bon bons, tea cookies and fruit. 


February 14, 2004 



The big apple: The apple cobbler dessert, with coffee served in a French 
press, at Chestnut restaurant on Smith Street. 


Nothing is better with liver than 
mashed potatoes, and the chunky 
mound gilding the plate were enriched 
with the earthy aroma of parsnips. 

You’re probably wondering why a 
dish that so many people instinctively 
pass on gamers such praise. When done 
properly, as it is at Chestnut, liver — 
yes, liver — is inspiring. 

I've had sea bass a hundred different 
ways, but never with an olive tapenade. 
Wurth sprinkles the filet with sea salt and 
pan fries until the skin is brittle. With a 
smear of tapenade made from South 
American Alfonso olives that are oily and 
not too sharp, the fish tastes even fresher 
and sweeter; the olive paste more pun- 
gent and salty. Adding slices of unripe, 
fried plantains to the plate didn’t work 
— they were almost flavorless and did- 
n't contribute much visually. 

The two pastas offered during my 
visit were good examples of Wurth's 
fondness for humble ingredients: 
spaghetti with Gorgonzola cheese, cab- 
bage and celery, and rutabaga ravioli 
with peppers and Serrano ham. 

Wurth functions as the restaurant’s 


pastry chef, as well, which is why the 
desserts reflect the same simple yet spe- 
cial quality reflected in the entrees: fig 
jam is paired with Maytag blue cheese. 
Homemade ice cream changes nightly. 
One evening’s offering was caramel ice 
cream served with caramel sauce; but 
there's also a chocolate cake; a plate of 
macaroons, chocolate, dried ftuit and 
nuts; and a delectable apple cobbler 
with a crown of crisp, cake-like topping 
and a hefty dollop of tart Zabaglione 
custard that did a little two-step with the 
winy apples. 

Coffee and tea are served in individual 
French presses — (two-cup glass cylin- 
ders with a screen on top that is pushed to 
the bottom once the grounds or tealeaves 
have steeped). I’m not sure the presses 
create a better cup of coffee or tea, but 
they make an attractive presentation. 

On a freezing January night when 
icy rain swirled down Smith Street and 
cut through heavy parkas. Chestnut, 
just two months old, had all 16 tables 
full and turning over. 

That’s what happens when there’s an 
original in the kitchen. 


Java Joes 


Finding a cafe with small-town fla- 
vor has become increasingly difficult 
with megagrinders like Starbucks 
nudging out the competition. 

Partners Noel Hennessy, Sean Mc- 
Nanney and Jeremy McMillon, fellow 
Spokane, Wash., natives, are deter- 
mined to put an end to that — at least 
in their Williamsburg neighborhood. 

In September, the trio opened St. He- 
len Cafe (named for Washington 
State's Mount St. Helens) where cof- 
fee, they say, is “made the right way." 

“Coffee should be appreciated the 
way dessert or a glass of wine is en- 
joyed,” says Hennessy. 

To ensure that what they offer “is 
something worth $3 a cup,” they take 
great care with brewing coffee and 
steaming milk until it reaches the tex- 
ture of “velvet." 

Veronica Schwartz's desserts make a 
worthy partner to the house specialty. 
She bakes croissants for her chocolate 


croissant bread pudding, and uses 
freshly ground almond flour in her ba- 
nana quince cake. 

For weekend brunch, Billyburg resi- 
dents can laze over a cup of hot cocoa 
made with Belgian chocolate and a dish 
of baked eggs with fresh rosemary and 
goat cheese. 

In a couple of months the partners' 
next venture. The Saved Gallery, a col- 
lection of old and new furniture, and 
arts and crafts, will open in a storefront 
nearby. Coffee “that just tastes right" 
will be served to shoppers. 

St Helen Cafe (150 Wythe Ave. 
between North Seventh and North 
Eighth streets in Williamsburg) ac- 
cepts cash only. Coffee: $2-$4; sand- 
wiches: $6-9; desserts $5 -$6. The 
cafe is open 8:30 am -10 pm, Mon- 
day through Friday, and 10 am-10 
pm, Saturday and Sunday. For further 
information, call (718) 302-1197. 

— Tina Barry 




Seniors: 15% Discount 


The Montauk Club - A Park Slope Landmark 


D-E-L-l-C-l-O-U-S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

* Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a Week (tim saa-ssas/** 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil Su " d *y 2 0 °pm - io:oopm 

Natural Cooking IjJ-ijj $7.00 I 
and Fresh Vegetables min. \ 


We invite you to join one of Park Slope's Treasures - The Montauk Club 
115 years of History, Community, and Family Fun! 

Open I Friday, March 5th 2004, 7:00PM 

to the | Book Reading and Discussion with Randy Kennedy 

I SUBWAYLAND, St. Martin's Press, February 2004 

Montauk Club 


Brooklyn JSEC (Job Employment Service Committee) 

In Partnership with Art Brown Consulting 
Invites you to join us at a Seminar 

Dealing with Difficult 
People in the 
Workplace Seminar 

Tues., Feb. 17th, 2004, 9am to 12noon 
at New York State Department of Labor 
250 Schermerhom Street, Downtown Bklyn 

“Dealing With Difficult People In The Workplace ” will 
explore a variety of proven methods to resolve job-related inter- 
personal challenges. This session is open to all members of the 
Brooklyn business community, including not-for-profit organ- 


MtHFEL 

FREE 

TICKETS 

Call 212-989-8101 

or e-mail us: 
tickets@montelshow.com 


fqippr 

■ Our experienced Sushi Chef 
t . prepares the freshest Sushi 
& Sashimi to order! 

YjJI Sukiyaki, Yosenabe & Shabu 

-ML Shabu prepared at your table 

Combination Teriyaki & Tempura Available 
A light, healthy meal for the entire family. 

236 7th Ave ■(bet 4th & 5th Sts.) 

(718) 499-7856 

Continuously serving lunch and dinner 
Mon. - Sat. Noon - 10:30pm, Sun. 5pm - 10:30pm 
FREE DEUVERY • Catering Available • Major Credit Cards 


Parking is available. Dine in or rake out. 

DON’T MISS THIS TUESDAY’S SPECIAL! 


Wine lover’s night — Any bottled wine on list 1/2 price 
All specials valid 5pm to 10pm excluding holidays 

Coho’s 

301 Graham Avenue (cor. Ainslic St.) 

Williamsburg • H8803 • Open 7 days 1 lam-1 1pm 
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Author, author 

Brooklyn Philharmonic teams with 
‘The Hours’ writer for special program 


By Kevin Filipski 

A fter winning the 1999 Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction. Michael Cun- 
ningham’s novel “The Hours” 
became the basis for 2002’s ac- 
claimed movie version, which not 
only starred Meryl Streep, Julianne 
Moore and Ed Harris, but also won 
Nicole Kidman a Best Actress Acade- 
my Award for her portrayal of Vir- 
ginia Woolf. 

This weekend, the 51 -year-old au- 
thor and Brooklyn College professor, 
a Cincinnati native, will be the focus 
of a Brooklyn Philharmonic concert 
titled “Words and Music." The Phil- 
harmonic program is an unusual one, 
juxtaposing excerpts from Cunning- 
ham's novels (which the author will 
read), with the orchestra, led by con- 
ductor William Eddins, performing 
music that either inspired or appears 
in his works’ narratives. 

“It's an attempt to blur the lines a 
little bit among three different art 
forms — movies, music and litera- 
ture,” Cunningham explains in an 
exclusive interview with GO Brook- 
lyn from his Manhattan home. “The 
reason, of course, is that none of this 
comes out of nowhere. Not only 
does music come from other music 
and books evolve out of other books, 
but books can also evolve out of mu- 

Cunningham’s work is Exhibit A. 
In addition to “The Hours,” his other 
novels are 1990’s “A Home at the 
End of the World" and 1995’s “Flesh 
and Blood” (all published by Farrar 
Straus & Giroux). He freely admits 
that music has been important to the 
creation of many passages in all three 
novels, so it was with excitement that 


he agreed to sign on for the Philhar- 
monic’s program. 

“[The Philharmonic] wanted to do 
an evening of ‘The Hours’ with Philip 
Glass and me, to include music that 
Philip wrote for the movie,” he says. 
“And they wanted to include music 
that was influential in the writing of 
my books — I always listen as I write 
— music that felt germane to the 
books, which had to do with the writ- 
ing of the books. So, an evening of all 


te the sc 


e for the movie 


MUSIC 


are available by logging on to 
uv.brooklynphilharmonic.org. For 
■e information, call (718) 622-5555. 




that music coupled with : 
readings from my novels was just too 
good an offer to turn down.” 

Glass’ score — which earned an 
Oscar nomination — is represented 
by “A Suite from ‘The Hours,”’ 
which is, in everything but name, a 
piano concerto in three movements. 
The piece is a commission from the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic and the Mil- 
waukee Symphony, and long-time 
Glass collaborator Michael Reisman 
will perform the demanding solo 

Cunningham, who often listens to 
Glass' music while writing, was 
thrilled that Glass was enlisted to 
compose the score, but adds, “It was 
slightly spooky that a musician who 
had helped engender my writing was 


going 

based on my novel. 

“What I love about his music is a 
certain kind of intensity, a kind of 
lushness, a certain fearlessness about 
beauty. Writers today tend to sneer at 
beauty, tend to dismiss it as sentimen- 
tal, and I don’t feel that way. I like 
these auditory reminders that beauty 
is alive and well." 

Also on the program are excerpts 
from Verdi’s classic opera “La Travi- 
ata" and contemporary composer 
Steve Reich’s “Eight Lines,” two 
works that rarely, if ever, have shared 
the same stage. But to Cunningham, 
both Verdi and Reich are equally im- 
portant 

“Any music that involves a sus- 
tained and intense emotion is useful 
and is inspiring to 
“whether it’s ‘La Traviata,’ which is 
nothing but emotion, or ‘Eight Lines,' 
which is much more abstract but 
equally penelrating to me, and full of 
a kind of force that I feel in Verdi's 

As for Franz Schubert, whose 
haunting “Death and the Maiden” 
quartet will be heard in an orchestra- 
tion by Gustav Mahler, Cunningham 
relates an epiphany of sorts, associat- 
ed with hearing Schubert's music 
while writing. 

“When I was trying to write about 
Virginia Woolf in ‘The Hours’ — 
most particularly when I was writing 
about the day of her death — I was 
having a very hard time doing it, try- 
ing to imagine an intensely private 
moment in the life of a real person,” 
he explains. “I didn't want to be 
lurid or gratuitous. I wanted it to feel 
real, and while listening to Schubert, 
I began to feel my way into it. 
[Schubert’s] utterly unsentimental 


February 7 - May 22 


^fiazingijstfe 


Take a journey 

back in time! 


i vcl' 



Retail & wholesale 

MEATS 


FRESH CUT MEAT & POULTRY DAILY 


Specialty Cuts 

no problem 1 y 1 



Satisfying customers for 40 years 


Imported 

Gourmet 

olive oils 


DELIVERY from Carroll Gardens thru Bklyn Hts 


Los I'aisanos Meat Ylarket 

162 Smith St. (bet. Wycoff A Bergen) • (718) 855-2641 
NOW OPEN SEVEN DAYS • lalOOED 


m 








The Meridian 
Collection 

introducing 18 karat gold 
paired with exquisite gemstones 


CONCENTRIC 



Exotic Wild (>amc & 
Fine Dry-Aged Steaks 


Dinner & a Movie 


yfpplebees has your 

c Valentines cricket! 

For Saturday night or ANY NIGHT 

V Try our great new 3 course Combos . 
appetizer, entree & dessert 

V For each entree 
purchased, 
buy a Movie Ticket 
to the Court St. 12 
for just $6.50 
(good for any show, anytime) 



LiH. fin 

395 Flatbush Ave. Ext. (at DeKalb Ave.) • 834-0800 

■aiBF’] KS • Open: Mon-Thurs llam-mid; Fri & Sat llam-l:30am; Sun llam-llpm 














We Know 
Spices! 

We should ■ we own 
Kalustyans Spice Market 


Cuvry Leaf 


FINE REGIONAL CUISINE OF SOUTH ASIA 

151 Remsen St. icourt/ciinton) • (718) 222-3900 
Hem • Open 7 days, noon - 11pm 


Did you know.. 



Authentic and.' 
Mexican Ci 


LjCreative 


4 Course Mfenu $19 

Served Mon-Fri 
'i 5:30 to 7:80pm 

1 Sat & Sun BRUNCH 

10am - 2:30pm m " 

Visit us at w ^ 

www.almarestaurant.com r 

Catering Available i 

187 Columbia St. (at DeGraw St.) • CARROLL GARDENS 
Dinner Reservations: 643-5400 


^200 ^ 

\F 1 F T FI 


BIGGER & BETTER THAN EVER! 


SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS 

Thursdays: LIVE JAZZ/RHYTHi & BLUES 

Friday Nights: LADIES FREE 


_Ji_ 

Bosatig Pkg. 


OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK FOR DINNER: 

Dinner served: SUN-WED, 4-12pm (Full Menu) 
THURS,4pm-1am • FRI, 1 1am-2am ■ Sat,4pm-2am 
Sat & Sun Brunch: 1 lam -4pm 


prepared by Chef Mendy, 
formerly of The Grocery and 


40 Beers on Tap, 

23 TVs, 1 Great Place! 


(between Union & Berkeley) 


638-2925 





with Rabbi DovBer Pinson 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT 7PM 


WEEK ONE - Ft 



WEEK SIX - March 10 

(HrlM: Aym/Nochingncii} 

WEEK SEVEN - March 17 


18th WEEK EIGHT - March 24 


WEEK FOUR - February 25th WEEK NINE - April 3 

The Edutitt ■ Uiiratl Satan 

Cong. B’nai Avraham 

117 Remsen St. (bctwOintoii & Henry) BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
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Where to GO 


D pm. Call for Brooklyn 
ts location. (718) 858-4058. 
AND NOBLE: Author Shawn 


L (718) 246-4996. Free 
BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
directed by Barnett Sher. $60, $40, 


spins. No cover. 11 pm to 4 am. 70 
North Sixth St (718) 782-5188. 

BAM CAFE: Raymond Scott 

Orchestrette plays. $10 food/ drink 
minimum. 9 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. 
(718)636-4111. 

MUSIC: Liberty Heights Tap Room hosts 
The Damn Loverly with Dave 
DeCastro. No cover. 36 Van Dyke St 
(718)246-8050 

CHILDREN 

ARTY FACTS: Brooklyn Museum of Art 

Everywhere." $6 adults, free for 
members and children 12 and 

S unger. 1 1 am and 2 pm. 200 
stern Parkway. (718) 638-5000. 
LIBRARY EVENT: Brooklyn Public Ubrary, 



(718) 287-3400. Fr 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 
presents Con Edison Energy 
Education Series on "Loving Natur 
Today: "Welcome Back Birds." $4, 
free for members. 2 pm to 5 pm. 1 
Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400. 

MUSICAL: Brooklyn Family Theater 
presents "You're A Good Man, 
Chariie Brown." $12. 4 pm and 8 p 
1012 Eighth Ave. (718) 670-7205. 

OTHER 

COMPUTER SEMINAR: Office Mavei 


5816 Clarenc 
5400. 

GROUNDHOG 


w. $8, $5 men 
pm. 421 Fifth 

832-0018. 

MEET THE AUTHOR: Expres 




et the 


11:30 am. 423 A- 


5. 10 ar 


501-0000. 

MEETING: of Korean War Veterans, 
am. VA Hospital, 800 Poly Place. 
(718) 942-4175. 

MEETING: Older Women's Leagi 
presents Charisee Lawrence, c 
NYC Department for the Aging. 


e. (917) 309- 

6936. Free. 

AFRICAN MUSIC: Brooklyn 

Conservatory of Music invites kids 1 
a workshop for younq audienc 
i r—ut African 


presents "Exaudi." $20, $15 students 
and seniors. 8 pm. First Unitarian 
Church, 50 Monroe Place. (212) 569- 
5593. 

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: American 
Popular, After Bliss and Liza Clark 
bands play. $6. 8 pm. 70 North Sixth 
St. (718) 782-5188. 

SPORTS AND ART: JP Morgan Chase 
hosts amid-winter school breakpro- 

and arts host. Kids ages 6 to 14 invit- 
ed. Call. (718) 786-7110, ext. 159. 


Who Knew Too Much" (1956). 12:30 
pm. St Ann and the Holy Trinity 
Church, 157 Montague St (718) 875- 
6960. Free. 


The Creative Arts Studio hosts a Valentine's 
Day Dance Party, beginning with a 45-minute 
introductory dance class, on Feb. 14. 




s. $5. 3 pr 


through meet THE ARTIST: NYTran 


.58 


e. (718) 622-3300. 


if the 


rn about s 
s. 10:30 r 




Flatbush and Nostrand avenues. 

(718) 891-2490. Free. 

LUNCHEON: Christ Church of Bay 
Ridge hosts a Valentine's Day lunch- 
eon and sing-along. $8. Call for time. 
7301 Ridge Blvd. (718) 745-3698. 

ADOPTION FEST: NYC Animal Care 
and Control offers cats and dogs for 
adoption. Noon to 4 pm. Prospect 
Park Picnic House, enter Prospect 
Park West at Fifth Street (718) 272- 
7200. 

MEETING: AARP Ovington Chapter 


748-0650. 
AUTHOR TALK 
Central brar 


Today, auti 

from his de 

2 pm. Grand Army PI 


i Ave. (718) 


MUSICAL: Brooklyn Family TF 


OTHER 

SINGLES BRUNCH: hosted by Bay 

g?r7 S 4 i 5 n fc CIUb “ lferd " 

GLASS DEMO: Scanlan Glass hosts 

make a paperweight. $40. 1 1 arr 
pm. 103 14th St. (718) 369-3645 
DISCUSSION: Bro 
Ethical Culture 


West. (718) 768-2972. Free. 
GALLERY TALK: Brooklyn Historica 

at Work!" Learn about the work 
experiences and contributions o 


"Meditation: 10 Masters, 10 
Methods" with Rabbi Dovber Pinson. 
Today: "The Poet: R. Eliezer Ezcar." 7 
pm. 117 Remsen St. Call for fee info. 
(718)596-4840. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Pulitzer Prize- 
winning New York Times reporter 


PERFORMANCE 

BARBES BAR: presents The Stephane 

Brooklyn Com Dodgers play. 9 pm. 
No cover. 376 Ninth St. (718) 965- 
9177. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music pres- 
ents Shakespeare's "Pericles," direct- 
ed by Bartlett Sher. $60, $40, $25. 


and Dvorak. $35. 7:30 pm. Fultoi 
Ferry Landing. (718) 624-2083. 


pm. See Sat, Feb 21. 
GALLERY PLAYERS: pres- 
ents "Lobby Hero." 3 
pm. See Sat, Feb 21. 

IMPACT THEATER: "The Wild Duck." 4 
pm. See Sat, Feb 21. 

CHILDREN 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: X- 

plorers Club hosts "African Print- 
making." Kids are invited to design 
their own cloth. Ages 8 and up wel- 
come. $4, free for members. 2:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm. 145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 
735-4400. 

MUSICAL: "You're a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown." 5 pm. See Sat, Feb. 21 . 

OTHER 

HOUSEPLANTS: Brooklyn Botanic 


$25 m 


nbers. 10 an 


iseplant 


jazz and gospel concert 
vorks by Herbie Hancock, 
Oliver Nelson and 


267 Seventh Ave. (718) 832-9066. 
Free. 

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: Julian Velar 

S lays piano. $7. 8 pm. 70 North Sixt 
t. (718) 782-5188. 


of $6,' $4 children 
128 Pierrepont St 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


SUPPORT: Self Help for Hard of Hearing 
meets. 11 am. Brooklyn College 
Student Center, Campus Road and 
East 27th Street (71 8) 769-6771 . 

FILM: St Francis College presents the 
film “Gothika." Noon and 6 pm. 180 
Remsen St (718) 489-5272. Free. 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 
Learn the story of Siegfried, the 
German hero, during "The Dragon 
and the Magic Ring: A German 
Legend." $4, free for members. 2:30 
pm to 4 pm. 145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 
735-4400. 

READING: Brooklyn Public Ubrary, 
Central branch, presents an author 
talk with Gloria Mallette. She discuss- 


$12, $10 seniors and 
10 pm. 26 Willow Place. 
(718) 237-2752. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents drama 
"Lobby Hero." $15, $12 children 
under 12 and seniors. 8 pm. 199 
14th St (718) 595-0547. 

THEATER NEXUS: BRIC Studio pres- 
ents "Brooklyn Playwrights," a show- 

“ ew works by emerging 

8 students. 8 pm. 57 
5. (718) 855-7882. 

DANCE: Rock Ballet Company presents 
$15, $10 seniors and 
' eran Church of 
7420 Fourth 

Theater 


IMPACT THEATER: presents Henrik 
Ibsen's "The Wild Duck.” $15, $12 
seniors and children. 8 pm. 190 
Underhill Ave. (718) 390-7163. 
GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: DJ Salinger 


"Orchids, Bromeliads and Seasonal 
Flowers." $28, $25 members. 3:30 
pm to 5:30 pm. 1000 Washington 
Ave. (718) 623-7220. 

PLATFORM: Brooklyn Ethical Culture 
presents "Unknown Voices" with 
Cynthia Zakiah. 11 am. 53 Prospect 
Park West. (718) 768-2972. 

MARDI GRAS^Our Lady of Solace 

and cocktail hours. $60 per person. 
6 pm to 11 pm. Gargiulo's 
Restaurant, Coney Island. (718) 266- 


around the world. Today: "Coming 
to England"(2003). 2 pm. "Unprece 
dented: The 2000 Presidential Elec- 
tion" (2002). 5:45 pm. Also, "Tattoo 
Bar: A Passionate Love Story" 
(2000). 9:10 pm. "Unprecedented: 
The 2000 Presidential Election" 
(2002). 9:30 pm. $10 per film. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
SUPPORT: Obsessive-Compulsive 
Anonymous meeting. 6:30 pm. 
Father Dempsey Center, 61 Park 

avenues. (718) 832-5624. Free. 
OCULARIS FILM: presents its weekly 
cinema. Call for program. $6. 7 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space, 70 North Sixt 
St (718) 782-5188. 
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At ‘Wit’s end 

Not enough passion in LIUs 
production ofEdson’s play 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

W it,” now on stage at Long Island 
University’s Downtown Brook- 
lyn campus, is ostensibly about 
Vivian Bearing, a 50-year-old professor 
of 17th-century poetry who is dying of 
ovarian cancer; the doctors and nurses 
who care for her; and the two major in- 
fluences in her life, her distant, intellec- 
tual father and the professor who direct- 
ed her thesis, E.M. Ashford. 

But there is a third, unseen presence 
that haunts the drama — John Donne, 
the first and great- 
est of the 
physical poets, 
whose “Holy Son- 
nets” Bearing has 
spent years study- 
ing and teaching. 

Donne was 
raised as a Catholic 
and spent his youth 
pursuing elegant 
women. But at the 
age of 42, he was 
converted to Angli- 
canism, and six years after his ordination, 
he became dean of St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Donne's poetry falls into two cate- 
gories: the early ironic and erotic verse, 
and his later religious work. But it is the 
later poems that are the focus of play- 
wright Margaret Edson and her protag- 
onist. Throughout the play, Bearing 
quotes Donne on death, faith and salva- 

The current production of “Wit” is 
performed and directed by students in 
LIU’s department of communication 
studies, performance studies and theatre. 


It is a difficult undertaking and director 
Fushia Osbourne must be commended 
for her choice. But she and her young 
cast are unable to bring out the humanity 
one suspects must be inherent in this 
play (after all, it did win the 1999 
Pulitzer Prize, Drama Desk and New 
York Drama Critics Circle awards), with 
the result that the play delivers one mes- 
sage quite powerfully, but only one — 
that dying is painful and dying alone is 
even more painful. 

Bearing is played by Shauna Wilde, 
who brilliantly establishes the academ- 
ic’s personality. Bearing is independent, 
isolated and intellec- 
tual, a woman who 
early on discovered 
her own wit and has 
used it throughout 
her life as a defense 
against the possibili- 
ty of friendship, 
love, vulnerability 
and pain. At the 
opening of the play, 
one has every rea- 
son to believe she 
has been remark- 
ably, almost unbelievably, successful. 

“Wit” unfolds as a series of ironic 
monologues delivered by the deteriorat- 
ing Bearing, alternating with scenes in 
which she suffers the indignities of hospi- 
talization or relives past experiences with 
her father (who seems to be more inter- 
ested in the New York Times than in his 
young daughter) and her professor (who 
sees metaphysical meanings in commas 
and capitalization). 

The monologues are very effective, 
the scenes less so. This is mostly be- 
cause the director has the actors address 


THEATER 


Long Island University presents 
"Wit" through Feb. 15, Thursdays and 
Fridays at 7 pm, and Saturdays and Sun- 
days at 2 pm. Tickets are $12. Barbara 
ana Melvin Pasternack Theatre at Lonn 
Island University's Brooklyn ca 



Who's laughing now?: Shauna Wilde as Vivian Bearing and faculty guest artist 
John Sannuto as Bearing's father in Long Island University's production of "Wit." 


many of their lines to the audience in- 
stead of having the actors react to one 
another. What possibilities are lost! 

“Wit” is filled with ironic symbolism. 
A dying woman is an expert on a poet 
obsessed with death. As a detached pro- 
fessor, she had many students at her mer- 
cy; now she is at the mercy of equally de- 
tached doctors. Even her surname. 
Bearing, has ironic implications. She who 
was in the habit of bearing down now is 
in the difficult position of bearing up. 

Just as Donne’s poetry is not easy to 
plough through, “Wit” is not easy to sit 
through; one searches in vain for an 
abatement to the unremitting agony of 
death and loneliness. 

One suspects that in more seasoned 
hands “Wit” might be incredibly mov- 
ing, especially at the end when Bearing 
is devastated by the disease. Unfortu- 
nately, young Wilde looks just as 
healthy at the end of the play as she 
does at the beginning. What one would- 
n’t give for an intermission and time to 
change her makeup! 

Then there’s the play’s direction. 
Even when, in the play’s most moving 
scene, nurse Susie Monahan (the won- 
derful Erica Jackson) reaches out to 
Bearing with Popsicles and kind words. 


Bearing barely acknowledges the effort. 
And when her old professor comes to 
her bedside and reads the wonderful 
children’s book “The Runaway Bunny” 
Bearing is fast asleep. 

The main problem is that there’s no 
growth, no change, no redemption for 
Bearing. The characters never really 
touch each other or the audience. 

Donne’s most famous “Holy Sonnet” 
begins with the admonition “Death be not 
proud” and ends with the affirmation, 
“One short sleepe past, wee wake eternal- 
ly, And death shall be no more. Death 
thou shalt die.” 

This poem is discussed at great length 
in the play. It is taken apart and pieced to- 
gether until it loses its very meaning. This 
is entirely in keeping with Edson’s point 
that an academic analysis can drain the 
power out of poetry. 

“Wit” provides us with an example of 
what not to do with poetry and life, but it 
gives us no alternative. Still, just as the 
poetry of Donne provides great beauty 
and wisdom for those with the fortitude 
to brave its archaic language, Edson, with 
her fine mastery of English, has created 
moments of soaring eloquence for those 
with the stamina to live through Bear- 
ing's death. 


BURLESQUE... 

Continued from page 7 

mad fun bar with witty and intelligent and 

exciting things happening quickly in the cor- 

(Last December, Low cut its hours, and 
consequently its burlesque shows, while its 
management was reshuffled. Gabriele 
Blecher, a manager at Rice, said burlesque 
might return to Low if there is a demand for 
it.) 

Meanwhile, burlesque continues else- 
where in Brooklyn, at Galapagos and at a 
Carroll Gardens wine bar called Boudoir 
Bar. And there's Coney Island U.S.A, which 
throws a weekly bash in the summertime 
called “Burlesque at the Beach.” 

“Although we are not the largest or the 
biggest [venue], we seem to be the perform- 
ers’ favorite,” says Dick Zigun, director of 
Coney Island U.S.A., explaining that the 
crowds who trek out to Coney seem to “get” 
burlesque. 

The boom of burlesque may also be 
linked to the decline of the traditional dance 
industry. Dance companies and their audi- 
ences are graying, says Elmes. Young audi- 
ences are less attracted to the studied intro- 
version of classical dance, while fewer 
young dancers find opportunities in compa- 

Burlesque and other artist-led perform- 
ance arts may be shaking up that status quo. 

“The dance community is awakening 
from its long spell of sleep under a golden 
fleece,” Elmes says. “The days of the austere 
Joyce are pretty much over.” 

Young dancers are now saying, “‘Let’s 
take the reigns. This cart’s not going the 
right way,”’ he says. 

Just as women are reasserting their sexu- 
ality, they’re also asserting themselves on- 
stage. They choreograph their own acts, de- 
sign their own costumes and create their 
own audiences. 

And with burlesque, the steps to the stage 
are not as long. 

“It’s a way to perform, to get ongoing ex- 
perience onstage, be creative and actually 
get paid for it,” says Hourihan, who also 
choreographs and dances non-burlesque 
pieces. Most young dancers have few such 
opportunities, she says, and when they do, 
they often have to work for free. Burlesque 



performed at Williamsburg's Galapagos 
on Feb. 9. 


may not rake in the cash, she says, but it can 
keep more performers on their feet without 
having to rely on service industry jobs. 

But burlesque is hardly a stopover for its 
performers. Instead, it’s become the glue of 
a new community of artists who celebrate 
and inspire each other's work. 

“I do other things besides burlesque. But 
burlesque is something I have a huge pas- 
sion for,” says The World Famous *BOB*. 
“It’s a good place to sharpen your pencils.” 



Magic 'Powers': Bella Lingerie stocks these Loungewear Betty 
marabou-bedecked baby doll sets, a la the "Austin Powers" 
Fembots, in demure pink and femme fatale black. 


SHOPPING 


4759] at 
gift wra 


a erie [8517 Third Ave. between 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 238- 
> offers bridal gift registry and bridal 


>n to 6 pm, Tuesdays through 

— ,o 7 pm. Valentine's Day, Feb. 

14, 11 am to 8 pm. Closed Sundays. 

Olive's Very Vintage [434 Court St. be- 
tween Second and Third places in Carroll Gar- 
dens, (718) 243-9094] is open Mondays through 
Fridays noon to 8 pm; Saturdays 11 am to 8 pm 
and Sundays 11 am to 7 pm. 

Pink Pussy Cat Boutique [355 Fifth Ave. be- 


LINGERIE... 

Continued from page 1 
of French, Italian and American lin- 
gerie — a nice mix.” Bella Lingerie 
carries sizes XS to 3X. 

If your special lady is a label-con- 
scious gal, the fuchsia bra ($97) with 
matching thong ($55) from Aubade is 
an extravagant, lacy combo with fash- 
ion-forward accents that will surely 
get her attention — and yours, too. 

Carla reports that one of their 
hottest sellers has been the side-tie 
thongs ($21) by Mary Green, made 
from the tiniest bits of silk fabric — 
in a variety of colors and patterns 
— fastened on the sides with wide, 
satin ribbons. We fear they could be 
easily unfastened. 

If the woman of your dreams is an 
old-fashioned kind of gal, perhaps 
she’d be impressed by a gift of lin- 
gerie from Olive’s Very Vintage in 
Carroll Gardens. 

“We have vintage lingerie and 
clothing for the tun, sophisticated and 
sexy woman,” said Olive’s stylist and 
saleswoman Melissa Canella of this 
nearly 3-year-old store. Olive's is pop- 
ular with vintage clothing collectors 
and fashion designers, too, she says. 

While Olive’s doesn’t sell panties, 
this upscale boutique offers a variety 
of lingerie primarily from the 1940s 
and ’50s, including girdle-garters, silk 
nightgowns, robes, high-waisted tap 


pants (a precursor of sorts to 
boy shorts), slips, strapless 
bras and bullet bras. 

Yes, bullet bras. 

They were popular in the 
1950s, explains Canella, and 
made popular again by 
Madonna in her heyday. 

These conically shaped bras- 
sieres are made from fabric 
that was pieced together, 
achieve a firm, pointy silhou- 
ette in that age before Span- 
dex and Lycra. 

“Everything is cleaned 
and in excellent condition,” 

Canella assures of the mostly 
silk collection of garments. And 
Olive’s stockings and thigh-highs are 
new, not used. The lingerie ranges in 
price from $30 and up for brassieres 
to $125 for full-length, silk night- 
gowns. 

And if you’re not sure how your 
lady love’s size translates to mid-20th 
century sizes, the sales staff, led by 
owner Jen McCulloch, can assist — 
or you can always spring for that 
perennial favorite: jewelry. 

But ask the staff for help anyway, 
because there are more delectable 
1980s bras by Bob Mackie to be dis- 
covered, as well as corsets and other 
fabulous items squirreled away in bu- 
reau drawers. 

Now if your Juliet has been very 
naughty this year — or you’d like to 
be — perhaps a visit to Park Slope’s 
Pink Pussy Cat Boutique is in order. 
This small store has everything from 


black and cream lace or zebra striped 
chemises ($29.99 and up), to vibrant 
bra and thong sets bedecked with but- 
terflies ($9.99 and up) to a latex 
black-and-white nun habit, aptly 
called “Bad Habit” ($74.99). 

And Pink Pussy Cat has all of 
those recreational accessories that you 
may need after proffering the lingerie. 
Pussy Cat’s salesperson cheerfully 
points out the best and bestselling 
products guaranteed to arouse interest 
in a romantic tryst: peach- and cherry- 
flavored Emotion Lotions ($9.99), 
Hot Body Paints ($14.99) for the ar- 
tistically inclined, Pleasure Plus con- 
doms ($6.99), pink Dirty Dice (“for 
role playing,” $5.99) and the Kama 
Sutra Collection of massage oils, a 
feather duster and more ($79.99). 

And here’s one last tip for the boys: 
Don’t forget to pick up a Valentine's 
Day card. 



Buy her love: More Valentine's Day gift ideas include (Top) G- 
strings by Gossard, in turquoise, white and black, with sparkling 
crystal accents at Bella Lingerie and (Above) the Kama Sutra Collec- 
tion at Pink Pussy Cat Boutique. 


BROOKLYN CYCLONES 
MINI-PLANS ON SALE NOW* 

Brooklyn Cyclones M m-Pian Ticket Packages are now 
avuilntiki CtajdSc Ihi? or>c Chm's cght for you iirnf sii in 
the same seal for each game! Bertch seals- have bean 
replaced by stadium bok seats for grealer comfort 




Order the... 


11 G;imt‘ NY I NY Plan 9 -Game Weekend Plnn 

T-Game Opener, or 7 -Gams Screamer. 


To purchase your Mini-Plan , call the 
KeySpan Park Box Office at 7$ 8-44fl-TlXS 
Monday- Friday 3:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
or fur mure information Visit 
www.bro okly nicy c lories .cum. 


\ 


KEV 9 MH PARK 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


KINGSBORO TEMPLE of 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

A Go to Heaven Fellowship 

415 7TH ST. • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 
(715) 369-3534 • D.L Mcphual. Pa 5IO« 


ip - Saturdays - 11:00 am 


Our Sabbath Service is live on the internet! 


You are always welcome 

Fiist Friday service followed 
by Pot Luck supper 6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 

PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 R43 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


603 St Johns PI. 

638-6583 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 


Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian , 

768-1453 


Union 


Temple 


Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 
SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First & Third Friday month 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

Congregation 
B'nai Avraham 

Modem Orthodox Synagogue 
of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 802-1827 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle _ 
Lighting 

Mishpatin 

Friday, Feb. 20, before 5: 1 8pm 

Terumah 

Friday, Feb. 27, before 5:26pm 

Minyaniin 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

• Erev Shabbat 7:30pm 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9am 

• Beginners Service 10:15am 

• Youth Service 1 1 : 15am 

• Tot Shabbat 1 1 : 1 5am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle lighting time 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 
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.YWCA 


Summer Camp 

2004 


The YWCA has been running summer camps for nearly a 
century. Here in Brooklyn, and across the country, we are 
one of the leading providers of children's programming. 


YWCA Summer Camp 
is located at 

30 Third Avenue 

at Atlantic. 

Join us for an information 
Open House for 
Summer Camp 2004. 
Meet the director, 
tour the facility and 
have all your questions 
answered. 


ACTIVITES 

INCLUDE: 

swimming 

arts and crafts 

guest speakers 

team sports 

field trips 


fijL 

JHOUSE^ 

Sat., Feb. 21 
^ lOam-noon 


YWCA 30 Third Avenue 

of Brooklyn (bet Atlantic & State) 
For more information call 71 8-875-1 190, ext 250 


-rJepaRt<sl®P£ 




• Variety of programs for 
campers age 4 'h to 14 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 


Presidents’ Week 
Mini-Camp 

February 16-20, 2004 
5 days of trips and activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, January 25, 2004 
Noon— 2pm 

339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


•Established 1992 


718 788-PSDC (7732) 


www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


Soccer Sprain? 
Foot Pain? 

See the 

Sports Med 

EXPERT 

Footcare for ages 0 - 120 

• sports medicine 

• pediatrics 

www.DOCMIKE.org 

Dr. Michael G. 
Szczepanski, DPM 

8117 - 7th Ave. 
(718) 748-7544 

MEDICARE & most 
other Insurance accepted. 

Ved, Thurs, Fri: 
ll-5pm 

& SATURDAY 
ntments Avail. 

nergencles 





Parcnl-to-Parcnl 


— and — 


will return 
next week! 


Si 

Me* Da y 


OS School, 
Inc. 

fjfcdg A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers 

afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 

□ Caring, loving environment 

763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


Nature OmentecI, PhysicAlly Achve 

DAy Camp Experienced Adult Staff • Flexible Scheduling 



DAiLy Trips to: 


lODS 
SUMMER 
&Q\MP . 


Lakes, pools and beaches for swimming, 
hikes, special playgrounds, Sesame Place, 
Chinatown, the Brooklyn Cyclones, amuse- 
ment parks, museums and more! 

EAnly dRop'oFF And Iate pick up AVAiUblE 

Ages 5-72 to 11-V* years 

CaLL Dan MoInester 

Park Slope • 718-768-6419 


TRUCK 

Continued from page 1 

“While this report is not offi- 
cially final, we chose not to 
wait, and have already imple- 
mented dozens of the recom- 
mendations, and we are work- 
ing on other initiatives identified 
in the study," DOT spokesman 
Tom Cocola said in a prepared 
statement this week. “But many 
of these suggestions, such as 
neck-downs, require extensive 
geometric engineering review 
and then substantial capital 
work — and it would be disin- 
genuous for anyone to suggest 
that this work could have been 
done already. 

"However, we told our engi- 
neers to immediately review the 
Ninth Street corridor and the 
Third Avenue corridor," he said. 

The boys, Juan Estrada, 10, 
and Victor Flores, 1 1, both of 
whom lived on Ninth Street 
between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue, were killed at 
3:30 pm on Feb. 9. The driver 
of the 1 0-wheeled truck, who 
was turning north onto Third 
Avenue from Ninth Street, was 
following designated truck 
routes, authorities said. 

Police said the landscaping 
company for which he drives 
received summonses for 
faulty windshield wipers, bald 
tires and two because the ve- 
hicle was overweight. The 
driver also received a viola- 
tion for not yielding to pedes- 

Relatives and neighbors 
gathered at the scene of the 
accident Tuesday night for a 
candlelight vigil in honor of 
the two young boys. 

Elaine Yulfo, who lives on 
Ninth Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues, said that 
her daughter was the nurse 
who admitted one of the boys 
at Methodist Hospital on Sev- 
enth Avenue, where she works 
as an administrator. According 
to published reports, Estrada 
was killed instantly under the 
weight of the truck. 

“They were just such sweet 
kids, never running across the 
street,” said neighbor Richard 
Medina, the father of two tod- 
dlers and a 21-year-old daugh- 
ter. “The only time you saw 
them going out was when they 
were on the way to school." 

Monday’s accident was the 
third fetal truck-versus-pedestri- 
an accident in Brooklyn in the 
last two months, despite legisla- 
tion by city and state elected of- 
ficials to curb illegal traffic. The 
city Department of Transporta- 
tion is in the midst of complet- 
ing a truck management study. 

But while the other deaths 
occurred in Bay Ridge after 
drivers strayed from truck 
routes, neighbors say that the 
Park Slope accident was the 
result not having crossing 
guards, despite an unceasing 
wave of daily and nightly 
truck traffic in an area crowd- 
ed with young children. 

Medina believes that re- 
sources are too thin for a 
crossing guard because sever- 
al are already stationed at PS 
39, on Sixth Avenue at Eighth 
Street, and at PS 124, on 
Fourth Avenue at 13th Street, 
where Estrada and Flores 
went to school. 

“All I can say is that it’s a ter- 
rible tragedy and we lost two of 
our angels," said the school’s 
parent coordinator, Donna 
Maxil. Telephone calls to the 
78th Precinct were not relumed 

As the sun went down Tues- 
day, neighbors in Park Slope 
and Gowanus gathered under a 
truck route sign on the south- 
west comer of the intersection. 
They left candles, flowers, can- 
dy and pictures of the boys, 
who, like many of the mourn- 
ers, were parishioners at the St. 
Thomas Aquinas church on 
Fourth Avenue at Ninth Street. 
(Funeral services were held at 
the church on Friday.) 

Yulfo, who was with her 
young grandsons and a son-in- 
law, ouLside of their home, said 
that she often saw the boys at 

‘T went out there," Yulfo said 
of the accident. “I saw when 
they pulled out the kids." 

Many in the neighborhood 
came with children who 
looked the same age as Juan 
and Victor. 

Sonia’s Restaurant, a comer 
storefront just feet from where 
police say the boys were 
dragged by the truck, was 
preparing for a dinner rush as 
the vigil began swelling to 
around 200 people. Its propri- 
etor, Sonia, doesn't speak 
English, but through a bilin- 
gual patron she said that Juan 
and Victor stopped in for 
lunch most days after school. 

As six- and 1 0-wheeled 
trucks whizzed by in four direc- 
tions, many in the crowd said 
that they weren't surprised by 
the accident. Vincent Car- 
rasquillo, 37, moved to Brown- 
sville from Park Slope two 
years ago, but sees friends in his 
old neighborhood nearly every 
weekend. He said that last Sat- 
urday a car following the same 
path as the truck ran over a curb 
while making a hasty turn onto 
Third Avenue. 

“1 told my friend, 'Look, 
someone's going to get hurt 
here on this comer," said Car- 
rasquillo, who added later, 
“When I come down here, I 
don’t cross here — I go down 
the street." 
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JOB SEARCHING? 

Professional Coaching for Successful Career Transitions 



• Job Search Strategies 

• Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 


Career Transition Resources (ctr) 


26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 


DENTISTS 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 


State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 



Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


TED ROTHSTEIN, DDS PhD 

Adults and Children 

Named Invisalign “Top 500 Docs” 
Specialist in Lingual (behind the teeth) 

• 852-1551 • • www.drted.com • 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS SINCE 1976 


Eldercare Services 


MARK L. WUNSCH, CSW 

Long Term Care Planning 
"Peace of Mind for the Family" 
Apply for Gov't Programs 

PRIVATE HIRING 

Toll Free: (888) 763-5897 

www.FamilyStrategies.org 


Psychotherapy 


Experienced Psychotherapist 

Specializing in 

Depression • Relationship Issues 
Parent/Child Counseling 

GLADYS STOLERMAN, R.C.S.W. 

(718) 596-5728 

Brooklyn Heights Location ^ 

Bereavement Group 

Support for Adults Grieving a Loss 


(718) 788-4991 

r.brooklynbereavement. 


Psychotherapy 


MICHAEL KANTER/CSW 

CHILD & PARENT 
BEREAVEMENT 
BROOKLYN 

Home • Hospital • Office Visits 

(718) 648-2199 


It's not just what you're EATING 
... It's what's eating YOU! 

Cheryl Pearlman, csw 
Psychotherapist 

Specializing in eating disorders 

( 718 ) 636-3099 

THE BROOKLYN CEI1TER FOR 

helps you change your world. 


718-622-4142 




Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work* Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, dds 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

917/893-8581 


Evening Hours Mon-Fri 


Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted 

Advanced Sterilization MelLife. UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
and infection control, m^i' Sed c^emdia l ^p mpte *' 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 



789-5700 


Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 



Dr. Desmond Parkin, OD. 

Serving the Park Slope & PPH area since 1998 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 
MOST . professional Service 

INSURANCES • Treatment of Ocular Diseases 
ACCEPTED • Difficult/Hard to Fit Contact Lenses 

• Quality Selection of Eyeglasses 


Gharnpr 178 Park Place (718)623-9122 

* Clf JJGI (bet. Flatbush and Vanderbilt Aves.) 

l/f'c/n/l 856 Utica Avenue (718)282-8363 

* (bet Church and Linden Blvd.) J 



VERICOSE VEINS 


Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 


PERFECT LEGS 


Exclusively for treatment of varieose 
veins of all sizes and spider veins. 


Before 


Exclusive Patent pending procedure 

All work done in the office 20 YEARS 

No need for major are,, harm ( exper j ence 
Immediate return to work 


263 7th Avenue (718) 499-7755 

Suite 5E http://www.cureveins.com 
















February 14, 2004 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


dtz 15 


Fare claims taxi driver robbed him 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A dispute between a 
cabby and his passenger 
led to an early morning 
robbery that left the pas- 
senger out in the cold, 
without his wallet and 
missing the image of his 
sweetheart. 

Just after 2:30 am, on Feb. 6, 
a 32-year-old man hailed a taxi 
in the East Village and headed 
back home to Brooklyn. But by 
the time the taxi reached Flat- 
bush Avenue and Nevins StreeL 
the taxi driver, who proved to 
be no Travis Bickle, was en- 
gaged in a heated argument 
with his fare. 


84/76 Blotters 


The crazy cabby then 
turned around, according to 
the police report, and grabbed 
the passenger's wallet before 
kicking him out of the cab. 

Police said that in addition 
to $45 in cash, the taxi driver 
made off with a slew of the 
man’s credit cards and a photo 
of his girlfriend, who presum- 
ably was neither Cybill Shep- 
herd nor Jodie Foster. 

Monty Rx swipe 

An employee working at a 
drugstore on Montague Street 
at Clinton Street did not in- 


tend for her belongings to be 
part of the shop’s merchan- 
dise, when on Feb. 2, at 1:30 
pm, she placed her purse 
down in the middle of a store 
display and left it there for just 
a few minutes while she chat- 
ted with another employee. 

By the time she turned 
around to fetch the bag, it was 
gone. 

The quick-fingered bandit 
wrote a check for $800 and 
cashed it some time later, po- 
lice said, and also made off 
with the woman's credit cards 


for Macy’s, Old Navy and 
Gap, in addition to the vic- 
tim's identification card from 
the Dominican Republic. 

Honda bagged 

Just after midnight on Feb. 
7, a man parked his 2001 
Honda on Clark Street near 
Henry Street. But when he re- 
turned at 8:30 am, the back 
passenger vent window was 
broken, the dashboard nearly 
destroyed, and both airbags 
missing, police said. 

Time bandit 

A man with a fine eye for 
timepieces said goodbye to 
several watches this week. 

When the victim, 37, re- 
turned to his apartment on 


State Street between Clinton 
and Court streets at 12:45 am 
on Feb. 2, after being gone all 
day, he discovered that his 
front door was broken and 
several items were missing. 

The stolen goods reported- 
ly included a Gucci watch 
valued at $300, a Bulova 
watch valued at $400, a 
Calvin Klein watch valued at 
$100, and a pair of cufflinks, 
police said. 

Rock ‘n’ hole 

It was nothing but the blues 
for a musician who returned to 
his studio to find a giant hole in 
the wall and almost $1,000 
worth of equipment missing. 

When the man returned to 
his DUMBO loft at Pearl and 


Water streets at 4 am, on Feb. 
1 , he found a 2-foot by 3-foot 
hole dug out of the wall. 

Two microphones and a 
Fender bass guitar were 
stolen, police said. 

Motor running 

A Brooklyn Heights woman 
engaged in the rush hour dash, 
pulled her car up to her home 
on Hicks Street between 
Pineapple and Orange streets, 
at 7:45 am on Feb 2, and left it 
running as she sprinted upstairs 
to get her daughter. 

But when the victim re- 
turned just minutes later, her 
Lexus was gone. 

A 27-year-old man was lat- 
er arrested in the incident, po- 
lice said. 


Luxury living 

Just before heading out of 
town for the weekend, a man 
living in a high-rise building 
on Montague Street near 
Court Street slipped his IBM 
laptop into his dresser drawer. 

But when he returned to the 
apartment — which he shares 
with a roommate — four days 
later, the computer was 
nowhere to be found. 

The victim, 25, estimated 
the value at $2,000. The inci- 
dent occurred between Jan. 15 
and Jan. 19. 

Garage card 

Soon after parking in a 
DUMBO garage, a man real- 
ized he had left his credit 


Feds detail alleged terror money scheme 


By Tom Hays 


U.S. authorities believe a 
prominent Yemeni politician 
roamed the city in late 1999 
to secretly raise money tor 
terrorist operations, accord- 
ing to testimony in a federal 
case in Brooklyn. 

The allegations against Sheik 
Abdullah Satar were made pub- 
lic for the first time this week at 
the trial of Numan Maflahi, a 
Yemen-bom convenience store 
owner charged with making 
false statements about the al- 
leged fund-raising scheme. 

Maflahi, 31, “lied to the 
FBI during a terrorist investi- 


gation," Assistant U.S. Attor- 
ney Kelly Moore said Tuesday 
in opening statements. 

During a four-day visit in late 
1999, Satar was escorted by 
Maflahi as he collected dona- 
tions — supposedly for an or- 
phan charity — at mosques in 
Brooklyn and Manhattan, FBI 
agent Brian Murphy testified. 
The charity, he added, was a 
front for radical Muslim groups. 

News accounts describe Sa- 
tar, who has not been charged, 
as an outspoken opposition par- 
ty leader in Yemen who has op- 
posed the decision to allow U.S. 
forces to enter the country to 
train troops to combat terrorists 
after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 


When the FBI confronted 
Maflahi about Satar last year, 
the defendant said he knew 
the sheik was a famous figure 
in his homeland, “like Hillary 
Clinton,” Murphy told jurors. 

But he allegedly insisted he 
had only met Satar in passing 
and denied helping him raise 
money — the basis for the 


false-statement charge. 

Maflahi's attorney, Hassen 
Ibn Abdellah, told jurors that his 
client was not charged with any 
tenor-related counts. 

He accused the prosecutors 
of repeatedly mentioning terror- 
ism “to inflame you, to preju- 
dice you, to make you feel un- 
patriotic.” 


If convicted, Maflahi could 
face up to five years in prison. 

Another Yemeni sheik, Ali 
Hassan al-Moayad, and more 
than a dozen other suspects 
have been charged in Brook- 
lyn in an FBI crackdown on 
informal money transfer net- 
works known as “hawalas.” 
Authorities suspect the system 


is used by terrorists to raise 
and launder money. 

In testimony this week, Mur- 
phy, who is assigned to a coun- 
terterrorism unit, identified 
Brooklyn businessmen suspect- 
ed of smuggling terrorist funds 
for al-Moayad. Among them 
were Adbad Elfgeeh, a former 
Park Slope ice cream shop 
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Green: Padding accounts 
is the ‘culture’ upstate 


owner who has pleaded guilty 
to making illegal money trans- 
fer; and is awaiting sentencing, 
and his brother, Ahmed 
Elfgeeh, who is believed to 
have returned to Yemen. 

Al-Moayad was ordered 
held without bail after plead- 
ing innocent to charges alleg- 
ing he funneled millions of 
dollars to the al-Qaeda terror- 
ist network. 


cards behind in the car. 

But when he returned to the 
lot at Main and Water streets, at 
1 pm, the cards and his driver’s 
license were missing, he told 

A 29-year-old man was ar- 
rested in connection with the 
incident, police said. 


St sl 

Tues. - Sat. 1 1-7 PM 

Our store is located in a 
Landmarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 


Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 


A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop. 
274 Court Street 
(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 
(718)522-1800 


I A Gallery of Hand-Crafted 
L Artisanal Jewelry 
featuring the work of 
American and 
International Artists 


By Joel Stashenko 

Associated Press 

ALBANY — The most- 
unpopular-member-of-the- 
month award in the state 
Legislature for February 
goes, hands down, to As- 
semblyman Roger Green. 

It's not so much for what 
Green did — admitting in court 
that he padded his expense ac- 
count by filing for reimburse- 
ment for dozens of trips to Al- 
bany from his Brooklyn 
district in his private vehicle 


•Happy ~Oale.ntine. s 'Day 


For our Valentine’s special, visit the restaurant or call 
394 Court St. (betw. Carroll & 1st PL) • (718) 522-7133 

Open daily for Lunch, Dinner • Weekend Brunch 




when he was actually riding 
courtesy of a Florida-based 
private corrections provider. 

It’s that he said his col- 
leagues do it, too. 

Legislators rarely keep count 
of how many of their members 
are facing criminal charges. 
1\vo of the institution's most 
politically significant members, 
in fact _ stale Sen. Guy Velella 
of the Bronx and Assemblyman 
Clarence Norman of Brooklyn 
— are currently under indict- 
ment on charges more serious 
than Green faced. Norman is 
accused of grand larceny, con- 
spiracy and coercion and Velel- 
la is accused of bribery and con- 
spiracy. Both cases include 
allegations of misconduct as 
public officials. 

But Green said he’s not alone 
in engaging in expease-account 
shenanigans, that he ran afoul in 
a “culture” of state legislators 
misrepresenting what they 
spend in getting to the state cap- 
ital and back home again. 

‘This was done by me be- 
cause of a longstanding unwrit- 
ten policy that members who 
live at a distance receive travel 
reimbursements whether ex- 


peases were actually incurred or 
not,” Green said as he pleaded 
guilty to three misdemeanors in 
Albany County Court. 

He was placed on probation 
and ordered to pay thousands of 
dollars in fines and restitutioa 
The leader of the state As- 
sembly Democratic majority. 
Speaker Sheldon Silver, ap- 
pointed a group of Assembly 
Democrats to look into the is- 
sue and Green’s allegations. 

Republicans said they had 
no knowledge of what Green 
was talking about. 

“I am aware of no such simi- 
lar activity by any member of 
the Assembly Republican mi- 
nority to pad travel expense ac- 


Blood pressure 
screen on TVies 

Long Island College Hospi- 
tal will offer free blood pressure 
screenings and stroke preven- 
tion information on Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, from 10 am to 12 noon. 

No appointment is necessary, 
in the lobby of the LICH build- 
ing at 339 Hicks St. near At- 
lantic Avenue, in Cobble Hill. 
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FREE DELIVERY 
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Breast health 
lunch a success 

More than 200 guests attended the annual Breast 
Health Awareness Luncheon hosted by the Othmer 
Cancer Center at Long Island College Hospital, in 
Cobble Hill. The event honored Dr. Jay Adlersberg, 
health and medical reporter, and Graciela Rogerio, 
medical producer, both of WABC-7's Eyewitness 
News. Aimee Gould Shunney, ND, coordinator of 
UCH's Health Education and Wellness programs, and 
Mary V. Pipitone, breast health advocate, were 
keynote speakers. Frank DiPillo, MD, Peggy Ricciardi 
(above) and Rita Sacchi co-chaired the event. The 
Othmer Cancer Center is dedicated to the promotion 
of women's breast health and wellness and the pre- 
vention of chronic disease. The luncheon supports 
continuing education on healthful living practices and 
cancer screening to the Long Island College Hospital 
community and the greater Brooklyn area. 


329 Atlantic Averne 
7 L8, 802 0928 


counts or accept reimbursement 
payments to which they are not 
lawfully entitled,” said Charles 
Nesbitt, the leader of the Repub- 
lican minority in the Assembly. 

The Republican leader of 
the Senate, Joseph Bruno, con- 

“He’s certainly not speak- 
ing for the legislators that I 
know," Bruno said. “I haven’t 
seen anything inappropriate of 
where we are in the Senate." 

Bruno said he’s told his 
aides to make sure there is no 
expense account abuse occur- 
ring in the Senate. 

The legislative leaders are 
likely to be pushed by Albany 
County District Attorney Paul 
Clyne. Unlike his predecessor, 
Sol Greenberg, Clyne seems 
interested in pursuing cases of 
legislators’ misconduct. 

“Citizens, taxpayers of this 
state should feel confident that 
the system is not being abused 
and I don’t think that people 
have that confidence," he said. 

In the same way state Attor- 
ney General Eliot Spitzer wants 
to go after instances of corpo- 
rate irresponsibility, Clyne said 
he’d like to make sure New 
Yorkers know their officials in 
Albany are acting ethically. 

Clyne said he had detected 
that state legislators believe 
there are “certain perks” to be- 
ing in Albany, including the 
filing of travel expenses of 
$100 or more twice a week 
when the Legislature is in ses- 
sion, even if they’ve been rid- 
ing in someone else’s car the 
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Inspector 

unlawfully 

inspected 


By Deborah Kolben 

A city parking permit may 
enable municipal employees 
to find a space, but it doesn't 
safeguard them against pesky 
burglars. 

A Department of Buildings 
employee learned that the hard 
way this week when he parked 
his agency car at Grand Army 
Plaza and went into the central 
branch of the Brooklyn Public 
Library at 4:30 pm on Feb. 5. 

When he returned 15 min- 
utes later, the bureaucrat found 
the rear window broken and his 
briefcase missing, including 
paperwork, his inspector's 
shield and a credit card, police 

Inspector phony 

A man claiming to be an em- 
ployee of the city Water Depart- 
ment — an agency that does not 
exist — cajoled his way into an 
87-year-old woman's house and 
then stole money from her bed- 
room dresser drawer. 

The husky man, described as 
about 5-foot-4 and 200 pounds, 
appeared at the victim's door on 
First Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues at 1:30 pm on 
Feb. 6. Explaining that he was 
there to check the water, the 
woman led the con man to her 
kitchen and bathroom. 

But after the phony inspector 
departed, the victim noted that 
her bedroom door was open 
and $150 was missing from her 
dresser drawer, police said. 

Water meters and water 
problems are handled by the 
city Department of Environ- 
mental Protection. 

Hand in box 

Stealing postal property is a 
federal offense, but that did lit- 
tle to deter one man from pilfer- 
ing two women’s mail in a 
mailbox at Fourth Street and 
Eighth Avenue. 

At 3: 15 pm, on Feb. 4, a po- 
lice officer spotted a man rifling 
through mailboxes and pocket- 
ing mail. 

The letter looter was placed 
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under arrest and taken to the 
78th Precinct. 

A postal carrier was also 
called to the precinct to retrieve 
the letters and return them to 
their rightful owners, police said. 

Car stolen 

When a man parked his car 
at Sterling Place and Seventh 
Avenue, on Feb. 5, at 6 pm, he 
expected to find it there when 
he returned the next afternoon. 

But instead of his green 2000 
Ford, the 60-year-old man 
found an empty parking spot. 

A helping hand? 

A woman loading groceries 
into her car in the paiking lot of 
a supermarket on Fifth Avenue 
and Sterling Place just before 
noon on Feb. 1 shrugged off a 
man who offered to help. 

But that didn't make him go 

Just minutes later, the man 
bumped into the woman as she 
was putting her daughter into 
the backseat. She watched him 
walk back across the parking 
lot and hop into a silver SUV 
Mercedes-Benz that drove off 
towards Flatbush Avenue. 

Later, the woman realized 
the man had swiped her wallet 
containing an ATM card, $4 
and a Baby GAP gift certificate. 

The thief proceeded to run a 
$332.12 charge to the ATM 
card at a nearby hardware store 
on Bergen Street, police said. 
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The Papers’ report of a rape brings 
beefed up staffing at youth center 


By Neil Sloane 

Following an article in The 
Brooklyn Papers that brought to 
light an alleged rape inside the 
long-troubled Atlantic Transi- 
tional Center, the city’s Adminis- 
tration for Children’s Services 
has added seven new staff mem- 
bers to the Downtown facility for 
youths from troubled homes, it 
was announced this week. 

The article by Deborah Kolben, 


which ran in the Jan. 17 edition, de- 
tailed rape chaiges filed with the Brook- 
lyn district attorney’s office by a teen 
living in the facility. The teen charged 
that he was assaulted Jan. 8 by another 
resident of the facility, a 17-year-old 
boy, who forced his way into his room, 
threatened his life if he did not have sex 
with him, and then raped him. 

The matter was brought to the at- 
tention of The Papers by an ACS em- 
ployee at the facility who was irate 
that not enough was being done to 
protect the facility's residents. He said 


the assailant was HIV-positive, a fact 
confirmed by law enforcement sources. 

The employee, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said he was con- 
cerned that the victim, who was trans- 
ferred to another facility, would not get 
the proper counseling. He also said 
more and better staffing was needed. 

Police arrested the alleged rapist, 
who was charged with sexual abuse, 
sodomy, sexual misconduct, reckless 
endangerment and unlawful impris- 
onment. Both teens were moved from 
the facility. 


Following the report, Assembly- 
woman Joan Millman and Council- 
man David Yassky called on ACS of- 
ficials to add to the staffing at its 
Atlantic Avenue center. 

The additional workers consist of 
five congregate care specialists and 
two child welfare specialists, accord- 
ing to the legislators. 

“Above all else, the city must pro- 
vide a safe environment for these 
young men," Yassky said in a state- 
ment. “Hiring additional staff is a 
good step in the right direction. But 


ACS must also be willing to provide 
other resources, such as security sys- 
tems, to prevent future incidents." 

Said Millman, “ACS’s decision to 
provide seven additional staff mem- 
bers shows that they are listening and 
responding to our concerns for the 
safety of all the teens and employees. 
Above all, I am concerned that the 
right resources are in place to allow 
the Transitional Center to be what it 
should be — a place for young men 
to begin to turn their lives around in a 
secure setting.” 


Company cans virtual opera 


The Associated Press 

The musicians’ union and 
the Opera Company of 
Brooklyn have reached an 
agreement stating that the 
opera will no longer use a 
computer that replicates an 
orchestra in place of live 
musicians, the union an- 
nounced Monday. 

The union said the deal ex- 
plicitly bans the use of the 
computer, known as a virtual 
orchestra machine, or any oth- 
er type of synthetic music. 

Telephone messages left 
with Jay Meetze, president of 


the OCB, were not immedi- 
ately returned. 

“This isn’t just a victory for 
live music and talented artists, 
but a victory for the audience 
as well," David Lennon, pres- 
ident of Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians, said in a telephone in- 
terview. 

“This machine is designed 
for one purpose, which is to 
replace live musicians with a 
machine to enable producers 
to make greater profits while 
diminishing a cherished art 
form,” said Lennon. 

He said union members 


protested outside the OCB’s 
theater before its opening per- 
formance of Mozart’s “The 
Marriage of Figaro" on Friday 
and, in subsequent discus- 
sions, reached the agreement 
for the opera company to hire 
live musicians for future per- 
formances. 

When deciding to use the 
machine — first for a 
time performance of Mozart' 
“The Magic Flute” last Augusi 
and again for “Figaro" this 
month — the tiny opera 
pany was launched into the 
middle of an ongoing debate 
about whether the machines 


will crowd out live musicians. 

The virtual orchestra’s 
makers. Realtime Music Solu- 
tions, say that the machines 
are intended to be used in con- 
junction with live musicians 
in situations where using a lull 
orchestra is impossible, like in 
a theater with a small pit, or in 
a production with a very small 
budget. 

Lennon says he believes it 
is motivated by profit margins 
and that the union intends to 
fight the machine's use any- 

Virtual orchestras became a 
major point of contention fol- 


No new 
bar rules 

By Devlin Barrett 


Mayor Michael Bloom- 
berg said Wednesday he 
would probably not seek 
this year to revamp the 
city’s cabaret laws, a move 
that had some bar and club 
owners worried they would 
be forced to get new licens- 
es or close at 1 am. 

Bloomberg said the pro- 
posal, which has not even 
been introduced as legisla- 
tion, was designed to mod- 
ernize an outdated Prohibi- 
tion-era law barring dancing 
in any nightspot without a 
cabaret license. 

But the mayor, who has al- 
ready raised the hackles of 
New York’s nightlife crowd 
by barring smoking in bars 
and restaurants, sounded un- 
willing to pick a new fight 
over what some business 
owners fear would become 
another onerous restriction. 

“I think it’s probably likely 


that v 
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February 25 or 26, 200- 

and receive a 

D,»T devil 

isit Resorts 

* r am restrictions apph 


$ 17i 


Bonus 

All day, 7 days a week 


Brooklyn 

SGS 

IfcAVCLSCOPt 
For Information 
Call 

718-339-2928 




it this 


year,” Bloomberg said. 

The Republican mayor 
maintained any changes 
would have been to scrap a 
bizarre system of “dance po- 
lice" in favor of rules that 
would actually benefit New 
Yorkers by making sure bars 
aren't too noisy after a certain 
late hour. 

“The city should not be in 
the business of deciding what 
goes on, whether there’s danc- 
ing or not dancing,” Bloom- 
berg said. 


LOCATION! 

LOCATION! 

Only 30 footsteps 
from your bus to 
Resorts’ Casino. 


LETTERS ... 


Continued from page 4 
dential neighborhoods, as restor- 
ing Brooklyn, not destroying it. 
When Brooklyn's private em- 
ployment rises to the level it was 
in 1969 (it is well below, espe- 
cially when government-fi- 
nanced social services are dis- 
counted), when its per capita 
income rises to the national aver- 
age (it is far lower now but was 
average in 1969), when its 
poverty rate falls to the national 
average, when the percent of its 
adults with a job rises to the na- 
tional average, when the percent- 
age of its teenagers with a job 
rises to the national average, then 
I will start worrying about over- 
development. 

And what about develop- 
ments whose style I don’t appre- 
ciate? Well, I just don't go there, 
but I'm not offended that other 
people do, and do not feel the 
right to dictate to them. 

—Lawrence D. Littlefield, 
Windsor Terrace 

So, what do we 
get out of this? 

To the editor 

[Brooklyn Papers Editor Neil 
Sloane] was right to ask what 
Brooklynites get out of this mas- 
sive stadium and adjoining tow- 
ers [“Brooklyn's identity safe 
without the 'Jersey Nets,” Jan. 
31]. None of the people who 
worked on the plan have any 
connection to the existing com- 
munities, so the only agenda is 
money, money, money. It's time 
to set an agenda that Brooklyn 
citizens in adjoining neighbor- 
hoods can get behind. Personal- 
ly, I'd like to see: 

1) A state-of-the-art post of- 
fice with motivated workers 
committed to excellence to re- 
place the surly, dysfunctional 
one on Atlantic Ave. 

2) High-speed, Internet-ready 


arts magnet middle school and 
high school, possibly in the same 
building complex as the police 
department. (MS 51 went from 
barely used to dangerously over- 
crowded in four years.) 

3) Dog walk specific for dogs. 

4) Green space, quiet zones. 

5) Park space that is large 
enough for children to play in 
and adults to jog, bike and skate 
around all year. 

6) Pedestrian traffic issue at 
Atlantic, Flatbush and Fourth av- 
enues must be solved to prevent 
further disasters (pedestrian 
bridge?) like the one that hap- 
pened earlier this winter. 

7) Parking will go the way of 
the dodo if this is not addressed 
in a competent, compassionate 

I've studied the right of emi- 
nent domain and nowhere in it 
can I find why a sports arena 
constitutes the application that 
would dispossess people of their 
homes. The use has to be a gov- 
ernment necessity, and I don't 
see how pro basketball qualifies 
(I suspect a cynical legal maneu- 
ver that sites rail beds some- 
how). And 620 feet of tower is 
so completely out of scale, it 
would no doubt serve to dissect 
the neighborhoods instead of 
joining them. 

There is a well-known tech- 
nique in “The Art of War" that 
was most successfully applied in 
World War II that comes to 
mind: divide and conquer. The 
first phase of this is already in 
place because, apparently, none 
of the community boards com- 
municate with one another. Since 
this vast amount of development 
falls into quite a few different 
neighborhoods, most citizens of 
Brooklyn that could level a col- 
lective, powerful and organized 
voice and agenda are already 
isolated. May I suggest a class- 
action lawsuit by the homeown- 


lowing a four-day strike last 
winter by Broadway musi- 
cians, in response to theater 
producers' proposal to reduce 
the minimum number of play- 
ers in orchestras. 

To keep shows afloat, pro- 
ducers planned to use virtual 
orchestras. That never hap- 
pened because unions for ac- 


tors and technicians eventual- 
ly joined the strike, forcing 
most Broadway shows to 
shutter completely. 

A similar debate is going on 
in London’s West End, where 
producers have discussed re- 
placing musicians in a produc- 
tion of “Les Miserables" when 
it moves to a smaller theater. 


The ACS home is a form of 
foster care for youths between 
the ages of 15 and 21 who can- 
not be returned to their homes 
because of abuse, neglect or 
abandonment. Many have a 
history of emotional and be- 
havioral problems and their 
length of stay varies from one 
to 90 days, although critics 
have charged some stay longer. 

For years, community resi- 
dents and elected officials have 
lobbied the city to close down 
the facility at 3 16 Atlantic Ave. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets. But since Valerie Gold 
was installed as director of the 
facility in September 2002 
some, like Yassky and Mill- 
man, have softened their stance 
citing greater cooperation with 
the facility's administration. 

hi perhaps the most notorious 
incident at the center before the 
recent rape, a 15-year-old boy 
living there was tortured over a 
period of six hours during a 
weekend in October 2000 by 
four 17-year-old residents of the 
facility who beat him with a 
broken chair, burned him with a 
scalding-hot belt buckle and 


forced soiled underpants into his 
mouth in what police called a 
gang initiation. 

Five counselors were on duty 
when that assault took place. 

T\vo of the boys arrested for 
that assault had also been ar- 
rested earlier that month after 
allegedly robbing two com- 
muters on the 2/3 subway line 
as the train neared Borough 
Hall. The two, along with two 
other youths, allegedly used a 
box cutter to threaten passen- 
gers as the train approached 
the station at Nevins Street. 
The incident occurred at 4:30 
am, raising questions in the 
community about why the 
youths were out at that hour. 

In March 2001, a resident 
of the facility stabbed another 
in the back while four of them 
were on a trip to East New 
York on a day pass. 

But over the past year the 
number of arrests at the center 
has decreased from 18 in 2002 to 
six in 2003, according to ACS. 

“We've seen improvement,” 
said Deputy Inspector Christo- 
pher Rising, commanding offi- 
cer of the 84th Precinct 
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On wings of a seagull 

Christine Dowd is joined by her children and Brooklyn Cyclones mascot Sandy the Seag- 
ull after her husband, Raymond Dowd, submitted the winning poem to the Brooklyn Cy- 
clones Sweetheart Contest. Raymond's prize-winning prose earned Christine a special 
delivery of a dozen roses and chocolates. 


ers of Boerum Hill, Clinton Hill, 
Prospect Heights and Fort 
Greene that challenges the use 
(or misuse) of eminent domain? 

The Schermerhom-Pacific 
Urban Renewal is something to 
watch, too, by the way. It's the 
largest piece of undeveloped in- 
ner city real estate slated for "ur- 
ban renewal" in this nation's his- 
tory — larger than downtown 
Los Angeles, larger than down- 
town Houston. What hair- 
brained scheme is already being 
concocted for that space which 
will (no doubt) be shoved down 
the community’s throats after the 
fact? We need to ask. 

The borough president. City 
Planning Commission and City 
Council all have a say in what 
gets designated for “urban(e) de- 
velopment," so please visit www. 
nypirg.org, put in your address to 
find out relevant reps and ad- 
dresses and please write letters 
against urban renewal and for 
maximum accountability. 

As for the stadium itself. 
Downtown Brooklyn Council- 
man David Yassky and Assem- 
blywoman Joan Millman have no 
official position, and letters count 
for a lot. — Sue Montgomei 


A boor in 
Borough Hall 



Professional 
Space for Rent 


Prime location on Atlantic Avenue 
near 3rd Avenue, minutes from all 
transportation. 4,000 square feet or 
less. We will build to suit. Lawyers, 
accountants, medical offices, spas, 
doctors and others are welcome. 


(718) 624-6900 

ask for Michael or Rosa 


APARTMENTS 

Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 

Dyker Park/Bay Ridge 

Modern 3 room apt. 

(718) 449-0459 
(718) 996-5118 
(917) 754-5630 



HOUSES 


For Sale / South Carolina 


m Hill 


To the editor: 

I am writing in response to Bor- 
ough President Marty Marko- 
witz's Jan. 31 letter to the editor 
published in The Brooklyn Papers. 

The disrespect Mr. Markowitz 
displays toward a constituent, in 
this case Schellie Hagan, who 
not only voted for him but appar- 
ently gave time and money to his 
campaign, should put all the rest 
of us constituents on notice. 

His next dismissal, of hun- 
dreds of homeless people as just 
“padding" the neighborhood 
census, leaves the reader with 
the distressing notion that we 
have put a boor in Borough Hall. 

— Cerise Johnson, 
Prospect Heights 


The numbers just don't lie... 

Five beautiful islands 
Eight hundreed fifty acres of water 
+ Forty homesites allowed on the entire lake 


= One Rare and Exdusive find 


^ South Carolina 

For Sale by Owner 

2,500 Luxurious Sq.Ft. 3 BR / 2 'h Baths 
On the Water $339,000 

Call Hunter for pictures and more details. 

(800) 868-1615 

mobile (803) 283-7373 

www.diamondpointedeals.com 



CO-OPS &: 
CONDOS 


For Sale/Brooklyn 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


Monmouth County, NJ 

1940, established hfstoric location, 

major highway. Second floor, apts 
and office. $975k. Call 732-219- 
5300. Murphy Realty. mJ 


Office Space/Brookyn 


Park Slope 

or psychotherapist, bet. 6th & 


PARKING 


Available/Brooklyn 


Boerum Hill 

Several parking spaces available 
in Boerum Hilll near Bergen St. 
$225/mo. Contact: 

(718) 237-4700 ext. 225 


TOWMIOISIS 


For Sale/New York 


Modern 2-level family town- 
house w/garage, 61 miles north 
of NYC. Access pool, clubhouse, 
tennis court, playground. Asking 
$275,900. 

Call (845) 401-6982 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Saturday's Paper is Wednesday, 5pm 


•Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

• Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

• Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 


• Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


EMPLOYMENT 


The work you love, 

the commitment to community you value. 


in the life of Visiting Nurse 
people. An 82-year widow for whom hon 
with developmental delays learning hon 
on a shirt and tie his shoe laces... An in 
language and her culture. 


4 SI * - % 


OPPORTUNITIES IN HOME CARE IN BROOKLYN! 
Community Health Nurses 

Full- & Part-Time • Weekday & Weekend Openings 


STARTING 
SALARIES UP TO 


$76,500! 


We hire new BSN grads. 


• Openings in neighborhoods 
throughout Brooklyn. 

Tell us your preference. 

• Compact health areas. 

Spend your time providing 
patient care, not traveling. 

• Salaried and fee-per-visit pay options. 
Choose hoiu you'd like to be compensated. 

• State-of-the-art technology 
and on-line res 
Work smarter. 


EVERY TUESDAY 

MANHATTAN 
1250 Broadway, 7th Floor 
(Comer of 32nd Street) 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

BROOKLYN 

2170 McDonald Avenue 


Contact us! 

For consideration, submit your resume with Ad Code BRP0214041: 

Online: www.vnsny.org 


E-mail: careers@vnsny.org 
Fax: 212-504-7938 
Call: 1-866-VNS-TODAY 
EOE M/F/D/V 


^|H| VisitingNurseService Of New York 
WeBring The Caring Home ' 


Help Wanted 


Help Wanted - Sales 

Seeking 39 people locally who 


Get Paid to be a 
Mystery Shopper! 

(Pay No Pees) As an Independent 

ice at retail stores, fatf food restau- 
rants, gas stations, etc. 

Apply online: 

www.applyshopnchek.com 

or request an application: 

shoprecruit@shopnchek.com 

800-669-6526 ext. 3127 


Recpt/Clerical 

ull time position for general office 
fork in Downtown Bklyn area. Must 
ave computer skills, organizational 
bilities and pleasant phone man- 
er. Bilingual Spanish a+. Fax 
ssumes to Rochelle: (718) 522- 


Drivers 

Wanted 


OPEN HOUSE 
Monday, Feb. 16 

(718) 834-9350 ext. 250 


Work near 
home! 

THE MOST REWARDING JOB 
Sell advertising space to our 
local retailers and restaurants! 

Brooklyn's best-read newspapers 
seeking outside sales reps to 
work in the best neighborhoods. 
Telemarketing or solicitation 
sales experience helpful, but not 
necessary. Full time, lots of walk- 
ing involved. NO CAR 
REQUIRED. Our reps make $40- 
$50,000 by the end of their first 
year. Call and tell us about why 
this job is right for you: 

(718) 834-9350, ext 204 


K 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be white visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 
6u r /A,mc (718) 434-7628 
Sec us at 

www.h0ney5bedandbreakfast.com 


CATERING/ 
PRIVATE CHEF 


AZURE BLEU 
CREATIONS 


Professional Catering 

Institute of Culinary Education, 
nets or social gatherings of large or 

Cali (917) 941-1130 


Are you looking for someone 
to prepare meals for you and 
your family daily? 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


dyresep Childcare 

Ages 2 mos. - 4 yrs. 8arn-6pm. 
Organic meals induded. Backyard, 
music dasses. Licensed. Carroll 
Gardens, Park Slope, Windsor 
Terrace and Boreum HU1. Call Ilene. 

(718)488-8582 R08 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


Home U Office Cleaners 

Bonded, Insured & Investigated 

Avalon de Paris (718) 630-1221 


Cleaning Svcs Available Music 


Our Neatest Polish Staff 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


ICiititrpEm'a itlathsB 


ENTERTAINMENT 


The Party Clown & Magician 


ans — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
gic. Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 9 
917 - 318-9092 


INSTRUCTION 


' ‘I'ainLitifi 
Classes 


Carroll Gardens. Call (9171 538-9414 m (718) 


& Professional Performer 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental 8t Vocal 


718-768-3804 


EXP. MATH TUTOR 


718-755-8474 


Test Prep/Tutor 

GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS 
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring 
All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references 
Flex hts./rates Bklyn or Mhttn. 
Get the results you need! 

Eric (718) 398-7509 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 


Bob Blumenthal 

71 8-499-4787 

Reasonable Rates 


Improve Grades 
& Study Habits 

All Subjects • All Levels 
Math • Science • English 
Regents • SAT • GED 
Test Taking Techniques 

(718) 288-5470 


TUTORING 

All Subjects • All Grades 
Expert Test Preparation 

Certified Tutoring Service, Inc.’ 

( 718 ) 874-1042 R35 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 


Steven 

(718) 707-1033 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

Regardless of condition 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 


* 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 71 8-638-5770 


CASH FOR 
OLD STUFF 


toys, collections of all kinds & m 

(71 8) 965-3205 
(71 8) 636-0595 


PERSONAL 

CARE 


Body treatments for well being 

•STRESS RELIEF- 

Park Slope 

( 718 ) 399-6075 

Bayridge 

( 718 ) 836-1357 



Available online! 

oklyn 

-papers. com 


unsi 


msM. 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.co 


Does Your Contractor 
^ Need Repair? 

,n — 1 


Contractors often leave the job half done or fail 
to do the quality job promised. Our job is to 
repair these contractors. We sue plumbers, 
electricians, roofers, painters, carpenters, 
cabinetmakers and more. Most matters 
handled for $500-$2,000 (without trial). 

Call 888-SueContractor 

or 212-766-6300 
EIGES, GOLDBLUM & FEDER, LLP 

Attorneys at Law 
225 Broadway Suite 1607 



•WE FIX CONTRACTORS' 


New York, NY 10007 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 


Bankruptcy 
protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief. 
If you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

(718) COURT-ST 

(718)268-7878 

Richard A. Klass, Esq.. 


A 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


CAROLYN SCOTT, MBA 
CPA • Attorney at Law 
40 Macon St., Brooklyn 


/ills. Estates & Trusts • Real Estate 

7 9 1 8-744-0340 wl7 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 ^ 


Michelle A. Levitte 

Certified Public Accountant 

• accounting services 

• financial planning 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS LOCATION 

(718) 222-1693 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 


Melvin Wolfson 

Accounting and Tax Services 


(718) 373-5375 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 

• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 

• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 

Evening s and home 
visits available R26 



Mac & PC Tech 

• Experienced • Friendly 

• Attentive • House Calls 

• Network Installations 

• References • $50/hr 

Noah • 917 304-2183 


catch '“■’SB 
cold? 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 


646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail tool 





Quick Turnaround! 
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*HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 




Movers (Licensed) 


irr u_ J LEVEL ONE 

LIHHl construction corp 

J. ^ v — i Architectural Design • Interior Renovations 

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 


Fully Insured 

1 (917) 847-8307 



MOVING YOUR WAY 


Architects II Construction II Electricians 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 

EMAILfelix63@aol.com UFN 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Timeless 93 


Bathtub Reglazing 


Save up to 90% 
replacement cost! 

We reglaze tubs, tiles & sinks, all like 

www.ameriglaze.com 

SH 866-252-2847 



I Shop at Home with our 
State of the Art Software. 
National Buying Power 
up to 80% off List Prices! 

5 %cn*- 



EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 


718-686-1100 


Full 

Classifieds 
online at 


i TV 


loklyn 

papers. com 


tions of fine craftsmanship 
Specialties include: 

* Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork 

* Plastering 

* All Flooring and Tile 

Licensed and Insured 

(718) 979-0913 

BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 


t Chris Mullins 
Contracting ^ 



DECKS 

by Bart 

JSH, 

ROOK • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 


(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


NEC?* 


Walter Nedd 
Phone: (718) 342-3300 
(800) 624-5189 
www.neddelectric.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718)875-6100 
(212)475-6100 R]4 

ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


c&c: 


Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 R08 


A. Norway 
Electric I 


24/7 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 


ELECTRICAL SERVICE 


Airing for lighting & spotlights. 
Mere installed, 220 volt wiring, dr- 
; uit breakers. 24hr emergency serv- 
ce. Free Estimates, Affordable rates. 

(646) 208-9381 W14 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 
Residential • Commercial 
"Safest Methods Used" 


718-832-0900 

A Service Company 

You Can Depend On ^jj^. 

s 10 off Any Service 

With This Ad Bt5 


Floor Maintenance 


A & J Carpet Co. 


Jb^L 8 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs 8i Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 648-4672 

Alt. #(718) 645-0112 R06 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

repaired, installed & refinished. 
Carpets steam cleaned & 
shampooed professionally. 

Tile floors stripped 8c waxed 

718-720-2555 R2 , 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES „„ 


H0MEIMPR0V 

EMENTl 

• Kitchens & Bathrooms— Tile Work & 
Installation, Granite & Marble Countertops 

• Piping...Leaky Pipes Repaired, 

Water Heater Installation 

• Painting— Inlerior/Exterior, Wallpaper, 1 

Plaster, Sheetrock 

• Carpentry— Closets, Shelves, Doors, 

Walls, Floors 

• Welding.. .Security Doors, Gates, 
Window Guards, Fences 

• Demolition & Clean-Outs, Tree Removal 

Bonded. fa 

FREE If 

ESTIMATES ■ 

PROMPT, 1 

RELIABLE I 
. SERVICE ym 

917-443-3277 



Gardening 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Prepare your Garden 
P for Next Season! 


Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile* Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Heating Oil 


Premium Quality 
Heating Oil Delivered at 
Rock Bottom Prices 

Compare and Save 20% 
Their Price* $1 .47 

Our Price 1.19 

- Mike B. (Brooklyn) 

Chavel Services 

(718) 871-1595 • FHCC 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

t- -urz^BrooKiya? 


m* c-:i| .- 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


rawrno 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718 - 435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


At,, 


untritn mt vm 

■MiVilffiiC WKS ■rMr.'rtf 
•ty'rimg oe ■ nltm-.' nuliar 

718-544-1973 




TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 71&422-0377 • 212-722-3390 


MOVING 

Experts on all kinds of moving 

(718) 339-1339 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available, 
carry building insurance. All furniture 


supplies 

for 


er 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Do You Need 
2 Men with a Van? 

$300 1/2 day 
$450 full day 

Call (718) 921-6601 


[I Sin Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 
Service and a job that will last!" 


Call (718) 332-7041 


"it 


T 1 tf-1 3M-7309 


(Piaster (Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 


SUNSHINE 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718 - 748-6990 


nshinepair 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


MK Painting 

• Interior & Exterior Painting 

• Sheetrock • Tile • Carpentry 

Owner operated. Ask for Richard. 

( 917 ) 881-3366 
( 718 ) 745-8196 


(P> 

-La, 


bofessionaC 

ainting 


aping, plastering, wallpaper remova 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718 - 921-6176 


m 

Interiors 


Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


Plastering 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


A. Walsh 718-875-3033 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
SS m Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

S LOW, LOW, PRICES $ 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 
Carpentry • Built-Ins • Paneling 




Deep thinkers in 

matters of decorating 

will see the possibilities 

of “Genesis," a crystal 

chandelier rich in 

symbols of Nature 

and philosophy. . 

The frame unfurls into 
existence with the 
exuberance of exotic flora. 

Cabochons of colored 

crystal evoke visions of the 

Tree of Life luminous with fruit. V 

The wonder and mystery of moonlight i J 
is concentrated within the sphere "" J 
of ancient rock crystal. 

I 

Stop by and see our Schonbek collection. 


SCHONBEK 


Everything in lighting. . . DISCOUNTED! 

1073 39th Street 42f,_ 22(17 

(corner FT. Hamilton Pkwy) V/loJ tOU Z.Z.U / 

Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 
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ATTENTION 
f HOMEOWNERS! 

1 Leaky Roof? 
Need A Flat Roof? 


Do It The SAFE “Coo I’ Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

1-917-737-9043 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYCDCA# 1133009 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing ^ 
Baluster/Spindles 


Weak or Broken Steps \ 


. . M 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal Upholstery II Woodwork 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 



Member Brooklyn Chamber of Co 
Prompt & Professional ■ 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

67-78224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
7th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


• Window Treatments 


.j -J, • Table Pads 

Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


^ MAYAN 

WOODWORKS 

By Experienced Cabinetmaker 


( 718 ) 510-3408 

718-263-8383 I FREE estimates 


Windows “ Wood Stripping 


Rubbishworks 

"THE BETTER ALTERNATIVE" 
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
* Rubbish Removal * Basements 


• Real Estates Welcome 




(866) 884-6000 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Indoor/Outdoor, Attics, Basements, 


FREE ESTIMATES • 10% OFF HOME REPAIRS 

(718)659-1844 


ADAX, INC. 

All Waste Removal/Collection 
Residential 

Recycling • Appliances • Paper 

BIC <1226 • INSURED • FREE EST. 

24 HRS: (917) 533-8306 


Telephone Services 


SAVE UP TO 
$100 OFF 


(718) 573-5707 

PHONE DOCTORS NYC, LLC 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 


Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


l ine Woodwoits, Inc. 

Quality Custom Woodworking 


(718) 422-0205 

finewoodworksinc@aol.com 


Recapture the original beauty of your 

toxic, environmentally safe, removers 
and finishes. Careful considerate 
workmanship since 1959. Call the 
/’ark .flope Stripping 75am 

@718 783-4112 


Pl-D : 


No Job Too^Big or Small. 

(718) 647-2121 


Brooklyn's # 1 

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

Resource 



ATTENTION 

ADVERTISERS 























































